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www.middlewall.co.uk ibc  

BMS Birthday Scheme: 
Pam Tyler  277624 birthdays@middlewall.co.uk 

Treasurer: 
Please contact the Diaconate, below   treasurer@middlewall.co.uk 

Choral Group: 
Ray Jones 772997 juneray.orpheus@gmail.com 

Church Flowers: 
Pam Tyler 277624 flowers@middlewall.co.uk 
June Bennett 

Diaconate: 
Andrew Frame (Secretary)  794489 secretary@middlewall.co.uk 
Jean Myhill 277297 jean_myhill.gov@hotmail.co.uk 
Alison Oliver 07745 292968 a.l.oliver@icloud.com 
Elisabeth Newman 634756 elisabethn@hotmail.co.uk 
Ken Pacey 265572 peanuts47@hotmail.co.uk 

Home Mission: 
Ken Pacey 265572 peanuts47@hotmail.co.uk 

Messenger: 
Tony & Beryl Harris 780969 messenger@middlewall.co.uk 

Minister: 
Rev Paul Wilson 273849 minister@middlewall.co.uk 

Prayer Chain: 
Margaret Frame 794489 prayer@middlewall.co.uk 

Secretary: 
Andrew Frame 794489 secretary@middlewall.co.uk 

Website: 
Tony Harris 780969 webmaster@middlewall.co.uk 

Young People’s Groups: 
Anne Wilson 273849 ypf@middlewall.co.uk 

 
If the person or organisation you want is not listed please contact the Secretary. 
(Unless otherwise given, the dialling code for all telephone numbers is 01227) 



 
 

Celebrating the Rain 

Quite a few years ago a very encouraging and 
supportive friend gave Tony a lovely money box in 
the shape of a helicopter so that, from time to time, 
having saved enough pound coins, he can take to the 
air to enjoy his favourite past-time – flying.   There’s 
less cash around these days but, one way or another, 
he manages to save enough to take friends, 
neighbours or family on “joy rides” to fly over their house and other places of 
interest such as Walmer, Dover and Leeds Castles, Canterbury Cathedral, 
Whitstable Harbour, Reculver and anywhere else they want to go within the 
limits of fuel reserves! 

One big challenge is that these flights have to be booked in advance and, with 
the uncertain and constantly last minute changing weather conditions, this can 
cause delay and disappointment, having to rebook a date being a very common 
outcome.  It is all very well for Alfred Wainwright to say “there is no such thing 
as bad weather, just unsuitable clothing”, but quite obviously this doesn’t apply 
to aircraft.  Unfortunately, the recent coronation of King Charles III was 
crowned by rainy weather and, unfortunately, the fly-past had to be adjusted 
accordingly. 

Talking about the weather always reminds me of that poem by Annie Johnson 
Flint, which was a favourite of a lovely lady by the name of June Gluning, who 
many of our readers will have known.  No apologies for the fact that I have 
included this in The Messenger previously.  After all, we continually experience 
pain, challenges and disappointments in life but our God is our refuge and 
Sovereign over all.  

God has not promised skies ever blue, 
Flower-strewn pathways all our life through. 
God has not promised sun without rain,  
Joy without sorrow, peace without pain. 
But God has promised strength for the day, 
Rest for the labour, light for the way. 
Grace for the trials, help from above, 
Unfailing sympathy, undying love. 

May God bless our new king as he leads his people in the paths of righteousness.  

Beryl Harris 

Beryl’s Back! 
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The Messenger 

Dear Friends, 

The funeral of Queen Elizabeth II has been described as ‘the largest public 
Scripture event in history’, with millions of people around the world hearing 
thousands of words of Scripture said and sung. The recent Coronation of King 
Charles III also gave massive exposure to the Bible. 

Looking back at the Coronation, I was hugely impressed by the sheer amount of 
Scripture cited and woven into the whole service. Very apt Bible references 
repeatedly emphasised that our monarchs reign under the authority of the King 
of kings and Lord of lords and must pay homage to Him. It was stressed that 
they owe Him their allegiance, are accountable to Him and are obligated to 
follow His example of humble service. Their accession to the throne is 
necessarily complemented by solemn oaths which acknowledge these realities, 
and by an anointing which reflects their total dependence upon Almighty God. 
Whilst this fulsome biblical underpinning has characterised every coronation 
since 973, based on the format devised by St Dunstan for the crowning of the 
Saxon King Edgar the Peaceful (the first king of all England), it was expressed 
even more vividly at King Charles’s Coronation by a newly added opening 
greeting. 

The rich pageantry, priceless regalia, lavish ceremonies and spectacular 
processions were all to be seen in the light of this very striking greeting as 
Charles was welcomed to Westminster Abbey by a young Chapel Royal chorister 
‘in the Name of the King of Kings’. The King replied, ‘In His name and after 
His example, I come not to be served but to serve.’ 

The commentary to the Coronation liturgy clarified that: ‘This new inclusion marks 
the tone of the service from its beginning. The magnificence and beauty of the processions and 
costumes is a great celebration of tradition and joy. But behind the pageantry lies another 
message which the words and ceremonies to come will demonstrate – our King commits himself, 
through prayers and oaths, to follow the Lord he serves in a life of loving service in his role as 
Monarch.’ 

As the Coronation unfolded, I observed how visibly moved King Charles was 
by the most sacred aspects of the service and by the tangible sense that he was 
accepting his responsibility to rule in a manner that honoured God. He chose to 
express this in a personal prayer – another very unique feature of this particular 
coronation. 
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The majestic hymns and stirring musical pieces reinforced the Bible readings 
and invited the congregation and us all to lift up our hearts in praise to Almighty 
God. Echoing the truths conveyed in Romans chapter 3, The ‘Kyrie’, ‘Lord 
have mercy’, acknowledged that we all have sinned and need God’s saving 
grace. The redemption and forgiveness offered through the atoning sacrifice of 
Christ Jesus was further underlined by the reading by our Prime Minister from 
Colossians chapter 1.  That passage also highlighted the supremacy of Christ 
over every throne, power, ruler and authority. 

One of the most significant aspects of the Coronation was the presentation of 
the Bible. The King was addressed as follows, ‘Sir: to keep you ever mindful of 
the law and the Gospel of God as the Rule for the whole life and government 
of Christian Princes, receive this Book, the most valuable thing that this world 
affords. Here is wisdom; this is the royal law; these are the lively Oracles of 
God.’ As the liturgical notes explained, this sets the Word of God above all 
human laws and ‘is a reminder that careful and prayerful attention to the Bible is at the 
heart of Christian worship and devotion, as well as being the historical foundation of so much 
of Britain’s culture and ethics’. 

It is my prayer that King Charles will continually reverence the Bible and the 
Saviour it so clearly reveals in the manner his mother did throughout her 
illustrious reign and that in its outlook and morality our nation might return to 
the Bible. 

Yours in Christ’s service, 

Cover Picture 
I hope that the cover picture for this ‘Summer 
Edition’ will set you up for your summer holiday –
whatever you have planned! 

And whatever you do, don’t forget to write and 
share it with us all through your magazine. 

  Happy Holidays to all our readers. 
    Tony & Beryl 
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The Last Laugh 

OwZat! 

Charlie Harris, the famous Nottinghamshire cricketer, once dislocated his 
shoulder and was sent to the local cottage hospital.  There they tried to 
manipulate it back without giving him an anaesthetic.  It 
was so painful that Charlie shouted and screamed. 

“Mr Harris,” said one of the nurses sternly, “do try to 
be brave. There is a lady down the corridor having a 
baby, and she is not making half the fuss that you are.” 

“No,” replied Charlie, “but they’re not trying to put it 
back!” 
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May God 
richly bless 
you on your 
special day! 

Birthday Greetings to:- 
Pam Tyler 3rd July 
Andrew Frame 20th August 
Tony Harris 20th August 
 

BMS Birthday Scheme 
Supporting the work of the 
 Baptist Missionary Society 

 
Everyone has a birthday , so 

why not contact Pam Tyler  and 
add your support to a worthy cause? 

01227 277624 
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Just a thought! 
Have you ever been just sitting there and, all of a sudden, 

you feel like doing something really nice for someone else? 

That could well be God, prompting you through the Holy Spirit.  

© Parish Pump 

Answers to the Kent Test! 

Summer 2023 
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Just a Thought! 
When you talk, you only repeat what you already know,  

but if you listen, you may learn something. 

Amish school proverb 

Songs of  Praise 
is coming to Canterbury Cathedral 
and we would love you to join us! 

We hope you will want to be part of the recording of hymns and songs at 
Canterbury Cathedral on Monday 12th June 2023 from 18:30 – 21:30. 

We will be singing traditional, favourite hymns conducted by the Cathedral’s 
Director of Music, David Newsholme.  The congregation will be accompanied 
by the Cathedral’s Assistant Director of Music, organist Jamie Rogers and a 
brass quintet. 

All tickets to our recordings are free of charge.  To book your place please 
contact SOPcongregations@afantimedia.tv with your name, contact phone 
number and the number of tickets you’d like.  Please be sure to include ‘Songs 
of Praise Canterbury’ in your subject header. 

Alternatively, you can call us on 07734 030 888 to 
book your tickets.  We don’t have an automated 
system – real people from the team will respond 
to you as soon as they can so please bear with 
us! 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

The Songs of Praise Team 

(thanks to Stephanie for bringing this to our attention!) 
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Pilot Released From Prison 
In the previous edition of The Messenger, we reported on 
the arrest of an MAF pilot and two South African 
volunteers in Mozambique and encouraged readers to pray 
for their release.  Your prayers have been heard! 

Pilot Ryan Koher, a US citizen, has been granted a provisional release from 
prison in Mozambique, the Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) reported just 
before we went to print. 

The Christian charity has been campaigning for his release since he was first 
detained last November. A request for bail had been denied by a Mozambican 
judge in February, after which MAF staff undertook 24 hours of prayer and 
fasting for his release. 

Mr Koher, who is 33, is a pilot for Ambassador Aviation Ltd (AAL), which is a 
partner of MAF in Mozambique. He was detained before piloting a charter 
flight to deliver supplies to various orphanages near Montepuez in northern 
Mozambique. He and two South African nationals, who had brought in the 
supplies for the orphanages, had been imprisoned on suspicion of supporting 
insurgents in the country. 

MAF subsequently confirmed that AAL had retained a lawyer for Mr Koher and 
that the US Embassy was involved. 

All three men were released early in March and have been in touch with their 
families. A statement from MAF said: “They are required to remain in 
Mozambique and the case is still ongoing. We are continuing to learn more 
about the next steps in the case from our legal counsel… 

Ryan has talked with his wife, Annabel, and his two sons, and he is doing well. 

The executive leadership team of MAF-US expresses its thanks for all those 
who have been praying for Ryan and his family. We ask for continued prayer 
that the final outcome will be a full release 
of Ryan from any charges and trial. 

MAF is grateful to the courts in 
Mozambique for this decision. Out of 
respect for the legal process in Mozambique, 
MAF will make no further comment at this 
time.” 

Hattie Williams 
Church Times 

Mr Koher with his wife and children 
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 A Thought for a Day 
2 Corinthians 3 verse 4-5  

We are confident of all this because of our great trust in God 
through Christ. It is not that we think we are qualified to do 
anything on our own. Our qualification comes from God. 

Qualifications are important. You can’t deny it. If I catch the train to London I 
want to be sure that the driver is qualified! If a surgeon operates on me I would 
be very concerned to know that they knew what they were doing and had passed 
all the appropriate exams. The question is, what qualifies someone to do God’s 
work? God’s work is of eternal importance so we need to know exactly what 
kind of qualifications are needed. 

There are any number of courses in biblical study and Christian ministry, all 
excellent in different ways. It is wonderful that there are so many courses, face 
to face and online, through which we can be trained to work for God. But don’t 
for a moment imagine that those paper qualifications are all that you need to do 
God’s work. What you need is the qualification of knowing that God’s hand is 
upon your life and that he is directing, inspiring and enabling the work that you 
are doing. Paul sums it up neatly with the words, “our qualification comes from 
God.” 

I thank God for the privilege of going to college to study the Bible and for able 
scholars who helped me to understand how to interpret it. I even thank God for 
the exams which made sure that I worked hard to remember large passages of 
Scripture and how to apply what I had been taught. All of that was very valuable 
but none of it can, by itself, qualify someone to do God’s work. Whether you 
are a minister, a member of a worship band, a pastoral worker, an administrator, 
a treasurer or a children’s or youth worker what you need before anything else is 
to know that your confidence is in God, and in God alone. Look out for good 
courses to help you to improve your knowledge and skills but your qualification 
lies in your relationship with God. 

QUESTION:  If you love God how are you using that qualification to 
bless other people?  

PRAYER:  Dear Lord, thank you that you call us to work for you and 
that you always equip those whom you call. Amen  

from the ‘Voice of Hope’ 
the magazine of Premier.org.uk 

Order your next free copy of Voice of Hope and receive 3 months worth of daily devotions. 
Visit premier.org.uk/HOPE  

DAY 
7 
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When a man gets ‘man flu’ 
does he really suffer?  
From now on, when your man has flu, you 
mustn’t tease him and tell him to get a grip: he 
really does feel far more poorly than his wife 
understands.  Recent studies seem to show that 
men suffer from ‘man flu’ because they have 
weaker immune systems and so are more susceptible to infections.  

These findings will not surprise most women, who have known for years that 
they can have a cold and yet still carry on working, looking after the children 
and nursing the husband who has gone to bed with the same sniffles. 

But now scientists have asked for some sympathy for the men: they say that the 
female sex hormone, oestrogen, may be the secret of their wife’s extra strength.  
Oestrogen, it seems, can boost a woman’s defences against infections and 
viruses such as influenza.  Surveys have found that up to 30% of men take sick 
days because of colds and flu, compared to just 22% of women.  

The research was carried out at McGill University’s Health Centre in Montreal.  
Earlier research into ‘man flu’ at Stanford University in California had 
concluded it was all in the man’s mind... we couldn’t possibly comment! 

©Parish Pump 
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Congratulations! 
Well done Nuha and Coral for completing 
26 miles in the Betteshanger Marathon Reject 
Race! (rejected from the London Marathon!) 

 

And well done to 
Simon for completing 
t h e  L o n d o n 
Marathon. 

 

A great effort from all 
of you! 

Thank You – 2 
I would like to thank all the church family for the cards of condolence and 
prayers after the death of my sister Vera.  They were much appreciated. 

God bless you all. 

Love and prayers, 

June Jones 

Thank You – 1 
A very big thank you for all your love and, particularly, your prayers, in the last 
few weeks after l had my surgery.  Thank you for all your visits, flowers and 
magazines.  I  really appreciated all the love and care the church family showed 
me. 

God bless you all, 

Pauline Goddard 
xx  
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Pause for Thought 
In the church where I used to work, the church building sat on one of the main 
trunk roads through London.  Not only that, but my office on the top floor had 
floor to ceiling windows looking directly out onto the particular form of chaos 
which unfolded below.  Sometimes it was more like Milan than London, with 
hooters going, lights flashing, and fists waved from rolled down windows. 

The leafy part of West London where I live now is very different.  Major roads 
don’t go through the town, and it can be quite a peaceful place.  Not always, though.  
Last week, early in the morning, it was total gridlock in the small road where the 
church stands.  People were trying to come out of side roads immediately opposite 
each other, others had wedged themselves into the gaps between them and nobody, 
but nobody was going anywhere. 

At this point, enter the hero of the hour – one of our Parent and Toddler helpers in 
his bright blue church T-shirt.  Of course, it wasn’t his ‘job’ to direct the traffic – 
but then again it wasn’t anybody else’s.  As long as everybody thought somebody 
else was to blame and they ought to sort it out, nothing would change. 

Sometimes people like to take a situation and ask the question “What Would Jesus 
Do”.  You may even have seen them wearing little bracelets with those four letters 
on.  What would Jesus do with the traffic, I wonder?  I guess he could have parted it 
with a miraculous wave of his hand.  With one word from him, every engine could 
have been stopped and every car spirited away to the place it wanted to be in the 
first place. 

I think Jesus would probably have done what my friend in the blue T-shirt did.  I 
think he would have walked out and taken gentle charge, helping people to work 
together and show a little bit of tolerance for each other. 

Is it the church’s job to direct traffic?  Probably not – but as long as the church is 
there to serve the community it takes all sorts to get the job done! 

A while ago, I stopped behind a car which had a bumper sticker which seemed like 
it was put there just for me: “God give me patience – and HURRY!”. 

The other day I was waiting for my brand-new shiny phone to arrive.  I was told it 
had left the depot with the courier at 9.06 in the morning.  11 o’ clock came and 
went – no phone.  Lunch time came and went – still no phone.  The afternoon wore 
on, and at half past five, there was a ring on the doorbell and there was my new toy. 

No sooner had I shut the front door than I was ripping off the cardboard box, 
slipping in the SIM card and setting it up.  Contacts transferred, I sent the text to 
get the whole thing activated, and the waiting began all over again. 

Bed time came and went, and the message on the screen was that the SIM card was 
not working.  In the morning it was still saying the same thing.  In the end, I had to 
ring up the helpline and they agreed to send out a replacement.  Only then did I 

Summer 2023 
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COULD YOU BE A 
STREET PASTOR?  
Currently out on Friday nights (on a rota basis) 
between about 7pm and midnight Whitstable 
Street Pastors (or Beach Pastors) are a great 
witness to God’s love in the town. Known by the 
younger generation for their supply of lollipops, 
and well supported by local businesses and 
police, they offer a calming presence and a 
listening ear to the community. 
 

Or a part of the supporting 
Prayer Team?  
 
They couldn’t do this without the support of a 
prayer team who meet (also on a rota basis) in a 
local church and pray with and for the pastors and 

the encounters that they will have.  

 
To find out more about both roles 
please speak to your minister 
or an existing member of the team. 

 
 

To find out more  
email whitstable@ 

streetpastors.org.uk  

 
Volunteers from 
local churches 

(training provided)  
 
 

Engaging with 
people out 
socialising 

in Whitstable  
 
 

Listening 

Caring 

Helping  

 
 

Supported by prayer 

Please watch our video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KT27cJtLYRI 

(Ability to take sunset photographs preferred but not obligatory!) 
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The Dash 
 by Linda Ellis 

I read of a man who stood to speak 
At the funeral of a friend 
He referred to the dates on the tombstone 
From the beginning – to the end. 

He noted that first came the date of birth 
And spoke the following date with tears, 
But he said what mattered most of all 
Was the dash between those years. 

For that dash represents all the time 
That they spent alive on earth. 
And now only those who loved them 
Know what that little line is worth. 

For it matters not how much we own, 
The cars… the house… the cash. 
What matters is how we live and love 
And how we spend our ‘dash’. 

So, think about this long and hard 
Are there things you’d like to change? 
For you never know how much time is left 
That can still be rearranged. 

If we could just slow down enough 
To consider what’s true and real 
And always try to understand 
The way other people feel. 

And be less quick to anger 
And show appreciation more 
And love the people in our lives 
Like we’ve never loved before. 

If we treat each other with respect 
And more often wear a smile, 
Remembering this special ‘dash’ 
Might only last a little while. 

So, when your eulogy is being read 
With your life’s actions to rehash 
Would you be proud of the things they say 
About how you spent YOUR ‘dash’? 

   Submitted by Alison Oliver 
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have a last–minute thought.  Why was the SIM card poking out like that from its 
little slot, I wondered?  I turned it over, slid it back in, and the new phone sprang to 
life.  Oh dear – I am so glad the customer service desk couldn’t see the colour of my 
face when I rang up to explain my error! 

Very few of us do well in a hurry, and often we get so much more out of life by just 
taking a breath.  A long, long time ago, Jesus called in to see two friends of his – 
Mary and Martha.  Martha was dashing in and out of the room organising this and 
that, and getting really cross with her sister who just sat quietly at the feet of Jesus.  
Turning to her, he told her not to worry, but to take a leaf out of Mary’s book, who 
had chosen just to sit and listen.  I think I need to learn some of Mary’s patience – 
but I hope I can do it quickly! 

Goodbye.  It’s a funny way to start a Pause for Thought really.  Then again, it’s 
becoming a pretty funny and unusual thing to say, full stop.  If you find yourself in a 
busy airport or station, have a listen to what is going on all around you.  As well as 
all the hustle and bustle and the occasional “bing bong” of the Tannoy, there will be 
plenty of people taking leave of each other.  Some will say “see you”, one or two 
will say “take care” and lots and lots of them will just be saying “bye”.  What you 
won’t hear, I expect, is people saying “Goodbye” in its full, older form.  As a word, 
it seems to have gone out of fashion. 

Originally the word meant “God-by-ye” or “God go with you”.  In an age when 
long journeys were perilous things, beset by all kinds of dangers, people would say it 
to each other on parting.  It was a kind of wish that whatever happened God would 
still keep an eye on both parties until they met again. 

I know it’s silly to get sentimental over a word, but I really wish we still said it once 
in a while.  To say “see you” is just a statement of fact.  “Bye” is just a filler word, 
and something which you are expected to say in a certain set of circumstances.  
“Goodbye” with all the pictures it creates of God walking by our side, like the figure 
on the ‘no footpaths’ sign, means so much more. 

There’s an old Irish blessing which runs like this: 

May the road rise up to meet you. 
May the wind always be at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face, 
and rains fall soft upon your fields. 
And until we meet again, 
May God hold you in the palm of His hand. 

You can’t possibly say that to everybody that you meet today, or you 
would have no time to do anything else.  What you could do, though, 
is think about someone for whom you wish the very best.  Why 
not wish them “goodbye” today, and really mean it? 

Richard Littledale – Teddington Baptist Church’s Pastor 
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Gargoyles on Canterbury Cathedral 
Canterbury Cathedral is a masterpiece of architecture, engineering, and 
design. It’s possibly the most beautiful structure in the entire city, and 
certainly one of the most striking. 

The Christ Church Gate is probably the part of the cathedral that people are 
most familiar with. The magnificent Grade I-listed main entrance to the 
Cathedral Precincts is part of a Scheduled Ancient Monument and has recently 
been the subject of extensive conservation and restoration work.  

Now, thanks to the extraordinary work of the Cathedral’s in-house teams, 
visitors will be able to see the Gate’s breathtaking features restored to glory. 
These include intricate carvings of mythical beasts, flora and fauna, angels, 
heraldic shields, and the great central boss, comprised of a large rose surrounded 
by a procession of animals.  

These carvings are remarkable, and show the amazing attention to detail on the 
part of the Cathedral’s stonemasons and craftsmen. Stonemasonry is nowhere 
near as common a profession as it once was, and few buildings are decorated as 
ornately as they used to be. Features like gargoyles and carved fantastical beasts 
are sadly a rarity these days, but the Cathedral celebrates their fantastic 
stonework embellishments whenever they can. 

An interesting feature is the carved gargoyles and grotesques that adorn the 
cathedral. You might see any strange animal carving and think of it as a gargoyle 
but the truth is that there is actually a strong distinction between designs.  

A gargoyle is a carving that serves a very specific function and the clue is in the 
name. “Gargoyle” comes from the Old French word gargouille, which means 
throat and which is where we derive our 
English word “gargle”.  

A gargoyle therefore is a carved creature 
attached to a building that acts as a kind of 
drain pipe, directing water away from the 
building through a spout in its mouth, and 
a grotesque is any kind of decorative 
carving of human or animal that doesn’t 
serve any other purpose apart from sitting 
there and looking pretty – or not, as the 
case may be. 

Canterbury Community Ad Magazine 
www.communityad.co.uk 
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A picture for the children (or for the child at heart!) to colour in. 
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Just For Fun! 
A Kent Test! 
Can you find the names of these ten Kent place names 
hidden in the wordsearch grid? Canterbury, Tankerton, 
Seasalter, Sturry, Whitstable, Chartham, Swalecliffe, Chestfield, Blean 
and Wincheap. Look for them forwards, backwards and diagonally. 
Good luck! 

(with thanks to the Canterbury Conservatives Community Magazine) 
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Stamps 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to the stamps 
collected for the Leprosy Mission, particularly to Doreen 
and Joan for the comprehensive stamp albums. These were 
much appreciated. 

The Leprosy Mission has just announced that they are no 
longer accepting stamps.  However, they are still being 
accepted by the Bible Society. 

If anyone wishes to donate stamps in future, please let me have them and I 
would be happy to forward them to the Bible Society. 

Arthur Newman 

Messenger Deadline 
Contributions for the next (Autumn) edition of The Messenger should be 
handed (or preferably emailed) to Beryl or Tony by – 

Sunday 6th August 2023 
A BIG thank you to all those who have contributed articles for this edition of  

The Messenger, and to our loyal proofreader, Jane. 

Thank you, also, to all those who have contributed to the postage costs. 
It is all much appreciated. 
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Father’s Day (18th June) 
a time to celebrate male role models  

In the UK, USA and Canada, the third Sunday in June 
is Father’s Day.  It is usually a good time for sons and 
daughters to take their father to his favourite 
restaurant, or to watch a favoured sport, or whatever 
else he enjoys doing. 

How will you celebrate it this year?  If your own father cannot be with you, how 
about a Zoom meeting? 

How do these special days ever get started, anyway?  Well, Father’s Day began 
because way back in 1909 there was a woman in Spokane, Washington, named 
Sonora Louise Smart Dodd.  That year she heard a church sermon about the 
merits of setting aside a day to honour one’s mother. 

Mother’s Day was just beginning to gather widespread attention in the United 
States at this time.  But Sonora Louise knew that it was her father who had 
selflessly raised herself and her five siblings by himself after their mother had 
died in childbirth.  So, the sermon on mothers gave Sonora Louise the idea to 
petition for a day to honour fathers and, in particular, her own father, William 
Jackson Smart. 

Sonora Louise soon set about planning the first Father’s Day celebration in 
Spokane in 1910.  With support from the Spokane Ministerial Association and 
the YMCA, her efforts paid off, and a ‘Father’s Day’ was appointed.  Sonora 
Louise had wanted Father’s Day to be on the first Sunday in June (since that was 
her father’s birthday), but the city council didn’t have time to approve it until later 
in the month. And so, on June 19th 1910, the first Father’s Day was celebrated in 
Spokane. 

Gradually, other people in other cities caught on and started celebrating their 
fathers, too.  The rose was selected as the official Father’s Day flower.  Some 
people began to wear a white rose to honour a father who was dead, and a red 

one to honour a father who was living.  Finally, in 1972, 
President Richard Nixon signed a presidential 

proclamation declaring the third Sunday of June 
as Father’s Day – a permanent, national holiday. 

@parish Pump 
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The hymn has been described as doggerel by some, but ever since it was first 
published in a Sankey hymn book, it has been a great favourite and a source of 
comfort for many. As Thora Hird’s ‘Praise Be!’ viewers, during the seventeen 
years of her popular hymn-request series, often wrote and told her, the words 
have helped them at times of loneliness and despair. 

It is the sort of hymn that may have been sung impromptu in an air-raid 
shelter during the Second World War blitz, bringing back cheerful memories of 
the Salvation Army playing and singing it on the street corners in happier days. 
Thora used to tell how she always sang it when gardening, and on one 
occasion had looked up to see a row of curious cows looking at her over the 
fence, obviously enjoying it too. 

At Victorian revivalist meetings, it must have sounded intriguing. Hymns 
would be given out two lines at a time, since so many of the attendees could 
not read. The whole verse was read to begin with, and then, according to W.Y. 
Fullerton, the biographer of the great preacher Spurgeon, ‘The words came 
separately and individually with intervals between them, like men who are to 
assist at a pageant arriving one by one and marching to their post.  Then all 
stand as one and 5,000 or 6,000 voices sing, strangely gently as if wrapt in 
thought.’ 

In the 1980s, visiting care homes where the hymn was popular with old people, 
John Bell, the hymn-writer and compiler, realised that they all too quickly ran 
out of breath singing ‘Converse’.  Bell solved the problem with a graceful tune 
that would reflect the intimate mood between a mother and son, and the 
hymn’s original purpose. This tune was ‘Scarlet Ribbons’, a popular song about 
a father and daughter made famous by Harry Belafonte in the 1950s. 

The tune for ‘Scarlet Ribbons’ has earlier origins than the American hit song, 
and came with Irish emigrants to the USA in the 1890s. The late Harry 
Secombe sang ‘What a friend we have in Jesus’ to ‘Scarlet Ribbons’ in a 
programme I directed in the 1980s. The location was a quiet reach of the River 
Test that runs near the Hampshire home of the late Lord Mountbatten of 
Burma. Even though he became wet through on a drizzly winter’s afternoon, 
Secombe picked up that gentle reflective mood. Even the 
macho members of the film crew said that it gave them a 
whole new understanding of the familiar old words. 

Andrew Barr 
‘The Nation’s Favourite Hymns’ 
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The Story Behind The Hymn 
‘What a friend we have in Jesus’ 

Words by Joseph Scriven (1819-86) 
Tune: ‘What a Friend’ (‘Converse’) 
by Charles Converse (1832-1918) 

There cannot be many hymns intended 
only for the writer’s mother that turn up 
in hymn books all over the world.  Songs 
of Praise viewers place such a hymn in 
the number-six position among their all-
time favourites. 

Ira D. Sankey claimed to know that 
Joseph Scriven wrote the words of ‘What 
a friend we have in Jesus’ for his mother 
in 1855, at a time when she was feeling 
extremely upset. Apparently, he summed 
up his verses for her with the words, 
‘Pray without ceasing.’ No one knows 
what had upset her, but the tragedy that 
later struck her son is well known. Not 
long before their wedding, the girl who 
was the love of his life was drowned. He 
never got over it, although he emigrated 
from his native Ireland to try to start a 
new life in Canada. 

Nigel Swinford, Songs of Praise 
conductor and fan of Moody and Sankey, 
remembers how the tune ‘Converse’ 
acted like a computer-virus detector at 
the Brethren meetings he attended in childhood. If the words of a hymn called 
for by speakers could be fitted to the tune of ‘What a friend we have in Jesus’, 
then they were considered to be of sound doctrine. If they did not fit, they 
were rejected as heresy! The truth was that ‘Converse’ was one of the only 
tunes that the man who led their unaccompanied singing knew. Swinford 
demonstrated for me how it can be made to fit all sorts of hymns, including ‘I 
heard the voice of Jesus say’, and that great Moody and Sankey favourite 
‘Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!’ 

What a Friend we have in Jesus, 
all our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
everything to God in prayer! 
O what peace we often forfeit, 
O what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry 
everything to God in prayer. 

Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged; 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness; 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Are we weak and heavy laden, 
cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Saviour, still our refuge, 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do your friends despise, forsake you? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
In His arms He’ll take and shield you; 
you will find a solace there. 

Blessed Saviour, Thou hast promised 
Thou wilt all our burdens bear 
May we ever, Lord, be bringing 
all to Thee in earnest prayer. 
Soon in glory bright unclouded 
there will be no need for prayer 
Rapture, praise and endless worship 
will be our sweet portion there. 

www.middlewall.co.uk 11 
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Save the Planet – Plant a Tree 
Unless we understand WHY we should plant a tree, will 
we actually do it? Probably not! Too busy? Need to be 
convinced?  There are about 23 million gardens in the UK 
so, if every homeowner planted a tree or even two, that 
would help to control: 
Global Temperature: The earth’s temperature is rising fast, increasing levels of 
carbon dioxide (CO2), in our air, traps heat close to the earth, acting like a blanket 
around the planet, keeping the heat in. Carbon dioxide does this because its structure 
holds heat far better than most gases. We need to trap and remove more CO2 to 
cool our world, and fight climate change.  Trees are the ultimate carbon removers 
and storage units, they take in carbon dioxide from the air, break it down and store 
the carbon in their wood, branches, roots and leaves.  Hot off the press new research 
from London University, using state of the art scanning tools, has found that trees 
actually store up to around 50% more carbon than had previously been concluded in 
earlier studies. So, if climate change and our future is your sole driver, get planting 
now!  
Trees absorb pollutant gases: Through microscopic holes under their leaves. 
These gases come from traffic, industry, planes and fires and include very toxic 
substances including nitrogen dioxide, ozone, and sulphur dioxide. Trees also trap 
particulate matter (PMs) – microscopic particles emitted from cars, and fires. Left in 
the air we breathe, these can travel deep into our bodies, and bloodstreams. Within 
our bodies they cause damage to the heart, lungs, and, it is now believed, they have 
the capacity to cause neurological (brain) damage to adults and even babies in the 
womb.  Instead of these PM’s floating in the air where we breathe them in, the trees 
hold these particles on their leaves, branches and trunk bark, and they are later 
washed away into the soil, where they are broken down safely.  If you are lucky 
enough to have a very large tree close by, such a tree will remove about 70 times 
more pollution than a small tree.  If you want clean air to breathe, get out that spade, 
now!  
Trees provide shade: Tree leaves reflect solar rays, store less heat than concrete and 
allow us to enjoy the outside world without the danger of overheating or skin 
damage for both adults and children, cooling the air by up to about 10 degrees. They 
can shade our homes and can reduce the need for costly air conditioners by about 
30%. Think of last summer’s heat and choose your tree.  
Trees reduce our blood pressure: Research has shown that within minutes of 
being close to trees our blood pressure falls, as do our stress levels and heart rate.  
Trees Help Wildlife: The sound of birdsong is precious, and you can have this in 
your garden… but you need a tree for birds to safely perch.  Once planted, water 
your new tree several times a week until it has established. 

By Kate Southworth 
The Net Magazine 01634 310011 
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Heaven’s Grocery Store 
By Ron DeMarco 

I was walking down life’s highway, a long, long time ago, 
When I saw a sign that read, “Heaven’s Grocery Store.” 
As I got a little closer, the door opened wide, 
And suddenly I found myself standing just inside. 

I saw a host of angels – they were standing everywhere. 
One handed me a basket and said, “My Child, shop with care.” 

Everything a human needed was in that grocery store 
And if you couldn’t carry all of it, 
You could come back next day for more. 

First, I got some Patience – Love was in the same row.  
Further down was Understanding, 
You need that everywhere you go. 

I got a box or two of Wisdom, a bag or two of Faith. 
I just couldn’t miss the Holy Ghost,  
For it was all over the place. 

I stopped to get some Strength and Courage 
To help me run this race.  
By then my basket was getting full,  
But I remembered I needed Grace. 

I didn’t forget Salvation, for Salvation was free 
So, I tried to get enough of that to save both you and me. 

Then I went up to the counter to pay my grocery bill 
For I thought I had everything to do the Master’s will. 

As I went up the aisle, I saw Prayer; and I just had to put that in,  
For I knew that when I stepped outside, I would run into sin. 

Peace and Joy were plentiful – they were last on the shelf. 
Song and Praise were hanging near, so I just helped myself.  

Then I said to the angel, “How much do I owe?” 
He smiled again and said to me “my child,  
Jesus paid your bill a long, long time ago.”  

Submitted by Ronnie Melhuish 
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assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith 
unto them, “Peace be unto you.”’ (John 20 v 19 KJV) ‘And after eight days again 
his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors 
being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace be unto you.”’ (verse 26.) 

‘Peace be unto you’ is, of course, a common greeting in the Middle East of 
those days and even now to this day.  However, in Part 3 of this series I will 
look at an annual event that the media will turn into an opportunity to promote 
fear and will show from Scripture why I think they and those in the Church who 
have been deceived by it are wrong to fear.  In the meantime, I leave you with a 
verse that I think is highly significant from Romans 8 and verse 15: “For ye have 
not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit 
of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.” (KJV) 

I think in the light of COP 28 the message of the risen Lord Jesus Christ will be 
“Do not fear, my peace I give you, my peace I leave with you.” 

Malcolm Hardie 

Beware of  Your Dog! 
A number of apps which offer to keep an eye on your pet are also recording the 
login details and locations of YOU.   

Such is the finding of a recent study. It seems that many tech companies which 
offer smart collars, GPS trackers, and wearable cameras for pets, may also be 
creating cyber security risks for their owners. 

A recent study at Newcastle University and Royal Holloway, University of 
London, evaluated 40 such apps. It discovered that a good number of them 
were recording the login details and location of the owners without encryption. 
In addition, all but four of the apps included some sort of tracking software, 
which was gathering information on the owner, without their consent. 

As one doctoral student at Newcastle University’s school of computing 
explained, “Pet tech brings with it new security, privacy and safety 
risks to the pet owners.  We would urge anyone using these apps to 
take the time to ensure they are using a unique password, check the 
settings and ensure that they consider how much data they are 
sharing or willing to share.” 

©Parish Pump 
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Fear, Fear, Fear (Part 2) 
“Do not be afraid” (Matthew 28) 

In Part 1, I looked at some of the ‘scare’ stories that are pushed at us by the 
mainstream media almost on a daily basis, and their effects, especially on young 
people.  As I write, we are in the season of Lent and have yet to celebrate 
Easter. 

The accounts of Christmas and Easter in Scripture are well worth studying in 
relation to the overall message of the 21st century media to “Fear this, fear that, 
fear this other.”  It is notable that in two of the four Gospels, there is an 
instruction at Christmas: “Do not be afraid” or “Fear not.”. 

In Matthew’s Gospel, after the genealogical record, Matthew records Joseph’s 
dilemma and, while Joseph thought on the implications of Mary’s pregnancy, an 
angel came to him in a dream: “Fear not to take unto thee Mary, thy wife, for 
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.”  In contrast, Mark’s Gospel 
is silent on the incarnation.  Luke, as a medical man, in his investigation on 
behalf of Theophilus, covers events in some detail – I suspect he interviewed 
the surviving women or their immediate descendants – starting with Elisabeth, 
Zacharias’ wife.  The message is again “Fear not”.  Gabriel is then sent from 
Heaven to Mary and at his greeting Mary was troubled.  Yet again the message 
from Gabriel was “Fear not, Mary; for thou hast found favour with God.” 

The events at the garden tomb are slightly different: despite there being multiple 
visits at different times by individuals, pairs of disciples and groups of women, 
only Matthew records an instruction “Fear not” to the two Marys.  It is notable 
that the Quaternion of Roman soldiers, that is four men, guarding the sealed 
tomb had all fainted at the sight of the angel.  The angel says to the two women 
“Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified.  He is not here: 
for He is risen, as He said.  Come see the place where the Lord lay.  And go 
quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, He 
goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see Him: lo, I have told you.” (Matt. 
28 vs 5-7 KJV) 

The eleven disciples disobeyed that instruction and remained for eight days in 
Jerusalem.  So the risen Lord Jesus Christ enters a locked room after Mr & Mrs 
Cleopas had told the eleven of their encounter with the risen Lord on the 
Emmaus Road.  The Lord Jesus says “Peace be unto you.” (Luke 24 v 36 KJV) 

In John’s Gospel, the record is slightly different.  The risen Lord Jesus Christ 
has to enter a locked room twice.  ‘Then the same day at evening, being the first 
day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were 
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Green Fingers 
the Alan Titchmarsh column 

Alan Titchmarsh discusses an array of wildlife we may not 
expect to see in our gardens over the summer months. 

Think of our gardens in summer and you can 
probably come up with the same old things that make 
those outside spaces such pleasurable places to spend 
time in.  There are flowers such as roses, lavender, 
foxgloves, delphiniums; there’s all that lush green 
grass that offers visual magnificence with an aroma 
that is as unique as it is unmistakable.  Beyond that, there’s the beauty of 
climbing plants such as ivy, clematis and honeysuckle. And of course, the odd 
bat. 

Hang on, did I just say that?!  Well I did, and it’s true.  Bats in the summer in 
our gardens are common, albeit not the first thing you would immediately think 
of. 

And while you’re there, have a look for grass snakes, stag beetles, slow worms, 
glow-worms, foxes, and even rare amphibians such as the great crested newt.  
And what about the humble hedgehog, or the sparky sparrowhawk? 

Few of these animals we would confidently associate with summer gardens but, 
they are there, they are present and, if we seek them out, they can truly enrich 
our admiration for this wonderful habitat and where life – beyond flowers and 
plants – is shown to flourish. 

So, while the summer months typically enable us to sit back, relax and enjoy the 
immediate visual beauty of our gardens, the truth is there is so much more going 
on behind the scenes.  You’ll see all this if you delve a bit deeper into your 
outside space, and can attract the wonderful visitors – all the while supporting 
local biodiversity – by ensuring you are planting native species, by providing 
water sources, as well as creating habitats like log piles or compost heaps. 

The fact is, while we look on our gardens primarily as places that stimulate our 
senses so spectacularly, it’s worth remembering they are habitats for all manner 
of wonderful little creatures and critters, and we are all, at times, guilty of 
forgetting their existence. 

My recommendation, this year, is to give a bit more back to animal life – even if 
that means keeping the grass a bit longer than you usually would – because 
you’ll be surprised at just how much more your garden evolves. 

The Canterbury Net Magazine 
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The Leprosy Mission 
‘Leprosy Defeated, Lives Transformed.’ 

The Leprosy Mission, England and Wales, has 
shared the following article which I am sure will make 
you stop and think next time you put the kettle on…  

Tea is something that brings us all together. Many 
of us start the day with a cup of tea or like 
nothing better than catching up with friends over 
tea and cake. But have you ever considered the 
story behind your cuppa? 

In the beautiful tea gardens of Bangladesh, the lush rolling slopes stretch as far 
as the eye can see. Rich emerald tea leaves are handpicked by a workforce of 
mainly women. Their tidy triangular hats bob above the neat rows of tea bushes 
as they toil. They collect the leaves in large wicker baskets balanced on their 
backs. It is nimble work that requires speed to ensure as many leaves are picked 
as possible every day. 

But while the tea gardens flourish, a deadly weed has taken root among its 
workforce. Leprosy hides not only among the tea pickers, but in their families 
and communities. Even the smallest children are displaying early signs. In fact, 
leprosy is more prevalent in the tea gardens of Bangladesh than anywhere else in 
the world. Almost every family is affected. 

Aloka (pictured) has worked as a tea picker in Sylhet, the north-eastern tip of 
Bangladesh, since she was a teenager. She was diagnosed with leprosy two years 
ago after a Leprosy Mission worker noticed a discoloured patch on her left 
hand. Although Aloka was able to get treatment to cure her leprosy, the cure 
came too late. 

Nerve damage caused by leprosy means Aloka’s fingers will no longer straighten. 
As a result, she can now only pick tea leaves with her right hand.  As she is paid 
by the kilogram, she earns a fraction of what she once did, impacting her entire 
family. 
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She says: “When I first heard the word ‘leprosy’ I was so frightened. If The 
Leprosy Mission was not here to help me, I am sure I would die. 

I’m so thankful that I was found and given the medicine I needed. But I’m sad 
that I was cured too late. I need help to make my hand work again. I want to 
look after my family and I can’t pick enough tea now to bring home a decent 
wage.” 

Although her circumstances are far from ideal, Aloka is aware life could be so 
much worse. If her leprosy had been left untreated for much longer, she would 
have lost all feeling in both hands. She had seen it happen to those around her. 
The decline would have been gradual until the day her hands became useless. 
On that dreadful day she would not only have lost her job, but the family home 
which is provided by her employers. She shudders to think how life could have 
been if they had been evicted from the tea estate. They would have lost 
everything. 

The amazing Leprosy Mission team in Bangladesh has appealed for help. If they 
are able to upscale their work, together we can rid the tea gardens of the toxic 
weed that is leprosy. No longer will the tea workers and their families, even 
young children, be disabled by this curable disease. In Jesus’ name they can 
flourish! 

By God’s grace and your faithful support, we can treat leprosy, prevent disability 
and protect livelihoods. Together we can bring health, hope and prosperity to 

these precious people. 

We will be thinking at Middle Wall about the work 
of the Leprosy Mission in an upcoming Sunday and 
you can find out more by visiting  
leprosymission.org.uk or ringing  01733 370505.  

Let the earth open wide, let salvation spring up, 
let righteousness flourish with it.’ 
Isaiah 45:8 (NIV) 

Submitted by Coral Goddard 


