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Summer 2016 

The Messenger 

I’ve been sitting out in the garden today enjoying all the spring flowers.  Notice 
I said ‘sitting’ rather than ‘working’!  For the past few months the garden has 
been treating me to the wonderful sights and smells of daffodils, hyacinths, 
crocuses, primroses, magnolia blossom and tulips, all of which come up year 
after year with very little effort on my part.  Some of my tulips have been 
flowering every year for over forty years.  I think they are called perennials, but 
this is the type of gardening that suits me. 

Today Geoff filled the hanging baskets with compost and tomorrow we shall go 
and buy the annuals, which take quite a bit more work.  They will have to be 
planted, weeded, fed and watered and generally looked after for the next four 
months to give us a display of lovely colour.  At the end of the summer they are 
thrown on the compost heap. 

It made me think about Christians that are part of our church here at Middle 
Wall.  Are some perennials and others annuals?  Some Christians stay in the 
same church for many years.  We rely on their faithfulness in service, and they 
provide support over the long term.  They bring quiet colour to church life, year 
after year, often in a variety of roles, and their knowledge of the history of 
people and the ebbs and flows of activities bring insight into problems we 
encounter.  Other folk are with us for maybe only a year or two, and for one 
reason or another move on, but they ‘wake us up’ with fresh ideas and 
perspectives, and encourage us in different ways.  Churches need both 
‘perennial’ and ‘annual’ types.  The Holy Spirit can blend us together in new and 
fresh ways if we learn to appreciate both sorts of Christians. 

How sad that many Christians have given up on contributing to the life of a 
local church and miss out on the richness of living and loving within a church 
family through the peace and grace God gives us. 

The writer of the letter to the Hebrews says: ‘Let us hold unswervingly to the 
hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  And let us consider how we 
may spur one another on towards love and good deeds.  Let us not give up 
meeting together as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 
another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching’. 
Hebrews 10:23-25. 

Pray that God will use the ‘perennials and 
annuals’ in church life for His glory! 

Jean Rothery 
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‘Our Jean’ 
Jean was born on 8th September 1945 in the family 
home in Warwick Road, where she lived with three 
siblings – Will, her older brother who sadly died in 
1980, Alan, her younger brother, and sister – Marion. 

Jean’s keenest memories, which she loved to recount, 
were of the 1953 Sea Flood when the family were 
marooned in their house for several days, being 
supplied with bread and milk by volunteers in rowing 
boats. 

As a child she enjoyed the annual family outings, which followed a pattern – 
including a bus ride to Dover and Folkestone.  Many years later Jean discovered 
that Dover was where her father grew up in poverty, and Folkestone would 
provoke memories of joining the WW1 troop boats to the battle fronts. 

Jean started school at St. Alphege Infants School, then moved on to Whitstable 
Endowed and later passed the 11+ to go to The William Gibbs Grammar 
School in Faversham.  Her 6th Form art studies ended when she left to take a 
job to support the family when her father became seriously ill.  In November 
1965, while ten-pin bowling with her friend, Sheila Hovery, she met a chap 
called Jim, and he asked to see her again, and the rest, as they say, is history! 

Jean’s job was transferred to Canterbury, which meant that we could meet at 
lunch times for a bowl of soup or a walk, enjoying, in particular, Canterbury 
Cathedral.  On September 2nd 1967 we were married at Middle Wall by the 
Rev. Arthur Stockwell, and went off to enjoy a few days on the Norfolk Broads 
– later to become a favourite family holiday venue. 

In due course the children arrived – first, Darren in 1969, and then Tracey, and 
finally, Martin, to complete the Parker family. 

Time passed, the children went to school, and Jean began working part-time as a 
canteen lady at St Mary’s School.  Then an opportunity arose for Jean to give 
personal tuition to a boy with learning difficulties at Whitstable County Junior 
School and this led to further work as an LSA at the school, working with 
children with similar problems, until her retirement in 2009. 

Jean devoted herself fully to her family, and even accepted camping holidays in 
the early days, enjoying the UK’s beautiful countryside.  In later years, our 
holidays became more adventurous and we travelled further afield, including to 
South Africa for Darren’s wedding and, in 2007, to Canada to celebrate our 
Ruby Wedding Anniversary. 

Jean had many hobbies over the years – she was an avid reader, particularly of 
history novels, and enjoyed delving into family histories.  Jigsaws were another 

favourite pastime – there was always one ‘in progress’ somewhere around the 
house and, when it was a bit warmer, she would busy herself looking after our 
garden. She loved to visit National Trust and other gardens, and always returned 
home with a new plant or two. 

She loved walking, especially along the Seasalter beach, and ‘off the beaten 
track’, and would often walk to church on a Sunday, enjoying the peace and 
tranquillity. 

For many years, we were active in a local drama group, and Jean played many 
roles including that of a nun, and also the long-suffering mother in Noel 
Coward’s This Happy Breed.  She was a natural, and played her roles with feeling 
and enthusiasm.  Her taste in music included her favourite, Cliff Richard, and 
she enjoyed musicals – in particular Les Miserables, which we saw many times. 

In later years we became involved with the Whitstable Echo, a local talking 
newspaper, and Jean was a regular news reader, while I was a recording engineer. 

Jean has been part of this church all her life, passing right through the Sunday 
School, until she began teaching and leading in the Primary Department, and 
later looked after the Junior Sunday School, following in her Mum’s footsteps. 

Jean joined Girls’ Brigade as an Explorer and progressed to Seniors, enjoying 
many camps, playing a side drum in the band, and doing a fair bit of recruiting. 
In the mid 1970s she and Margaret Hunnisett started up an IMPS group for 
boys aged 5-8 then, when the BB created a new section for younger boys, Jean 
became a BB leader. 

Jean also faithfully served for two sessions as a deacon at Middle Wall, from 
1992 to 1995 and 2005 to 2009. 

Sadly, all was to change in 2011 when Jean was diagnosed with dementia.  Her 
tendency to ‘wander’ invariably took her to the same place – this church, her 
other home, where I would collect her and take her home.  Sadly, in August 
2014, Jean went into Lyndhurst Rest Home, where she celebrated her 70th 
birthday last year.  It was a lovely family occasion as she always enjoyed seeing 
the grandchildren, demonstrating that special love that she always had for 
children. 

On behalf of the family and myself I would like to express our most grateful and 
sincere thanks for all your support and prayers for Jean and the family during 
her illness, and particularly since Jean went to be with her Lord.  We will all miss 
the lovely smile and loving and caring nature of someone very special. 

Jim Parker 

An angel came to Earth one day, and made my life complete. 
Too soon she left, and I must wait, until once more we meet 



The Servant Queen 
and the King she serves 
In celebration of our Queen’s (official) 90th birthday, the 
Bible Society, HOPE and the London Institute for 
Contemporary Christianity have joined forces to publish 
a new book: ‘The Servant Queen – and the King she 
serves’. 

This beautifully illustrated tribute focuses on the Queen’s own words to draw 
out the central role of her trust in Jesus Christ in shaping her life and work, 
offering us an inspiring, multi-faceted insight into a life well lived for others.  As 
part of Her Majesty’s celebration weekend, copies of the book will be given to 
families at our morning service on Sunday 12th June. 

Part of the preface, in the Queen’s own words, is reproduced here: 

In the last 90 years the extent and pace of change has been truly 
remarkable. We have witnessed triumphs and tragedies. Our world 
has enjoyed great advances in science and technology, but it has also 
endured war, conflict and terrible suffering on an unprecedented 
scale. 

I am touched that Bible Society, HOPE and the London Institute for 
Contemporary Christianity have published this book to celebrate my 
90th birthday. In my first Christmas Broadcast in 1952, I asked the 
people of the Commonwealth and Empire to pray for me as I 
prepared to dedicate myself to their service at my Coronation. I have 
been – and remain – very grateful to you for your prayers and to God 
for His steadfast love. I have indeed seen His faithfulness. 

As I embark on my 91st year, I invite you to join me in reflecting on 
the words of a poem quoted by my father, King George VI, in his 
Christmas Day broadcast in 1939, the year that this country went to 
war for the second time in a quarter of a century.  

I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year, 
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.” 

And he replied, “Go out into the darkness, 
and put your hand into the hand of God. 

That shall be to you better than light, 
and safer than a known way.” 

Elizabeth R. 
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Station to Station 

All aboard for the Queen’s birthday weekend – 
the railway industry’s celebration of Her 
Majesty’s 90th birthday! 

Something really special is happening over the 
weekend of 10th, 11th and 12th June 2016. 

Millions of people will be celebrating the Queen’s 90th birthday and, at the same 
time, celebrating the vitality and creativity of our communities. 

Railway Stations sit in the heart of British communities. For the first time in 
history they are joining together with organisations like the UK Scout 
Association, the Women’s Institute, and the Institute of Enterprise and 
Entrepreneurs, providing a stage to celebrate Queen Elizabeth II’s milestone 
birthday, and offering a wonderful array of activities as part of the nationwide 
celebrations. 

The event is titled ‘Station to Station Queen’s Celebration’ and is anticipated to 
be one of the biggest events to be hosted by the UK’s rail industry in living 
memory. 

With a staggering range of festivities at more than 90 stations there will be 
something for everyone – from Mad Hatter’s Tea Parties to community 
markets; Postman Pat parades to art displays; carnival queens arriving by train to 
bowls competitions; brass bands to station-to-station cycle rides; artisan food 
markets with mouth-watering cakes to face painting; live music to family picnics. 

Station to Station Queen’s Celebration will see stations across the UK throw 
open their doors to welcome the UK public for a weekend of free celebrations. 

The official website provides more information on how to get involved and the 
entertainment planned at your nearest participating station: 
www.queenscelebration.com. 

These events are not-for-profit and all proceeds after costs will be donated to a 
broad selection of charities.  There are still some opportunities, on a ‘first come 
first served’ basis, for organisations wishing to participate or act as sponsors for 
this unique event and those interested are invited to contact the organisers.  

There is expected to be extensive media coverage through Magic FM, local radio 
and press, as well as through social media.  Come on board and keep track of 
events at #queenscelebration or through the official website: 
www.queenscelebration.com. 
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To all church friends 

Jean and Cheree 
warmly invite you to 

Jean’s 80th birthday celebrations 
including a ‘Lilac Lunch’ on 

12th June at 1.00pm 
to be held in the Hall. 

Wearing a dash of lilac 
would be lovelerrrrly! 

If anyone would like to make 
a salad or a cake, 

it would be much appreciated. 

The Messenger 
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Father’s Day 
Time to celebrate male role models 
In the UK, USA and Canada, the third Sunday in June is Father’s Day.  It’s a 
good time for sons and daughters to take their father to his favourite restaurant, 
or to watch a favoured sport, or whatever else he enjoys doing. 

How will you celebrate it this year?  If your own father cannot be with you, is 
there a ‘spare’ father somewhere in your church or your circle of friends whose 
children cannot be with him, and who would welcome some special treat on the 
day? 

How do these special days ever get started, anyway?   Well, Father’s Day began 
in 1909 because of a woman in Spokane, Washington, named Sonora Smart-
Dodd.  That year she heard a church sermon about the merits of setting aside a 
day to honour one’s mother.  Mother’s Day was just beginning to gather 
widespread attention in the United States at this time.  But Sonora knew that it 
was her father who had selflessly raised her and her five siblings by himself after 
their mother had died in childbirth.  So the sermon on mothers gave Sonora the 
idea to petition for a day to honour fathers and, in particular, her own father, 
William Jackson Smart. 

Sonora set about planning the first Father’s Day celebration in Spokane in 1910.   
With support from the Spokane Ministerial Association and the YMCA, her 
efforts paid off, and a ‘Father’s Day’ was appointed.  Sonora had wanted 
Father’s Day to be on the first Sunday in June (since that was her father’s 
birthday), but the city council didn’t have time to approve it until later in the 
month.  And so on June 19, 1910, the first Father’s Day was celebrated in 
Spokane. 

Gradually, other people in other cities caught on and started celebrating their 
fathers, too.  The rose was selected as the official Father’s Day flower.  Some 
people began to wear a white rose to honour a father who was dead, and a red 
one to honour a father who was living.  Finally, in 1972, President Richard 
Nixon signed a presidential proclamation declaring the third Sunday of June as 
Father’s Day - a permanent, national holiday. 

Today, Father’s Day is a great time to celebrate any sort of male role models, 
like uncles or grandfathers, as well as dads.  Certainly Father’s Day has become a 
day for greeting card companies to rejoice, and sales of the most popular gifts 
for Dad (shirts, ties, and electric razors) increase considerably.  Perhaps most 
telling of all, though, is how children continue to see their fathers:  in America, 
for example, more reverse-charge calls to home are recorded on Father’s Day 
than on any other day of the year! 

@ Parish Pump 
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BMS has worked with Tearfund in the Central African Republic to train local 
volunteers to speak to survivors of sexual violence and this research has 
produced a report which was released to government ministries and other local 
and national representatives in an effort to end this violence. 

BMS supports centres training leaders and pastors in countries including 
Albania, France, India and Peru and has a presence in Mozambique, Brazil and 
Afghanistan, helping the lives of the people. 

This is only a small selection of the work carried out by BMS. If you would like 
to know more, why not sign up to receive the BMS magazine ‘Engage’ for free 
four times a year at bmsworldmission.org/engage. There are samples of the 
magazine on display in the church vestibule. Or you could keep in touch via 
facebook.com/bmsworldmission or twitter.com/bmsworldmission.  

If you would like to support the work of BMS World Mission financially, there 
are a variety of ways to give.  Donations in envelopes clearly marked ‘BMS’ can 
be placed in the collection bags and they will be forward to BMS.  Also, 
envelopes marked ‘Mission’ are available in the church and a proportion of 
these donations go to BMS. 

You may like to be a part of the BMS Birthday Scheme which supports medical 
work and health ministries around the globe.  Our representative is June 
Gluning who would be pleased to speak to you about this. 

So will you help to fulfil the BMS Mission statement: ‘We aim to share life in all 
its fullness with the world’s peoples by enabling them to know Christ, alleviating 
suffering and injustice, improving the quality of life with people as our primary 
agents of change – motivating, training, sending and resourcing them.’ 

(Submitted by Janet Payne) 

Which Charity Shall I Support? 
Do you feel overwhelmed by the number of charities that 
make appeals for funds? Do you have concerns about 
whether your donation will be used wisely? Are you worried 
about being hounded with cold calls on the phone? 

Why not support our very own charity, BMS World Mission. 

BMS says: “Trust is important. Over the last 223 years, BMS 
has built up strong partnerships with churches and 
individuals. We want that bond of trust to continue. That means we won’t pass 
on your contact details and we won’t bombard you with unwanted 
communications.  When working with local and national partners overseas, we 
have policies in place to prevent bribery… and to ensure that every penny spent 
overseas is used in the best way possible.  We are looking at areas like risk 
management, ethical and environmental investments, ethical banking and 
pensions. We don’t put our money into unethical investments, no matter how 
financially rewarding they may be.” 

BMS works in many countries in a variety of ways. 

“BMS has been providing relief for people displaced by the crisis in Syria for the 
last four years. Within Syria itself, we have provided food relief to people 
displaced by the violence.” In Lebanon, where more than one million registered 
Syrian refugees are trying to make a life, BMS, through a trusted partner, has 
been providing food aid, blankets and heating for the cold winters and safe 
spaces for refugee children to learn. This year, BMS will focus its Harvest 
Appeal on those refugees – ‘Syria’s Forgotten Families’. 

They are also responding to refugee situations in countries such as Iraq, Italy, 
and Thailand. 

BMS continues to work in Nepal after the earthquakes of 2015, helping people 
as they rebuild their lives. 

Last year, more than one million people were affected by widespread flooding in 
Burma, and BMS provided food aid for those most in need. 

BMS received donations of £165,000 to build a new maternal health centre at 
Guinebor hospital in Chad and, on 2nd December 2015, the first baby was born 
in the new centre.  In its first five years, the hospital saw 4,200 babies born but, 
with the new centre, they expect to deliver 10,000 babies in the next 5 years. 

In Uganda the BMS mission worker, along with their partner group, are working 
to help teenagers cope with sexual abuse in schools and alcoholism in the family. 

The Biennale Exhibition 
The church is opening its doors during the week of the 4th – 11th June for three 
artists to exhibit their works, all on the theme of ‘intertidalness’.  We hope to be 
serving coffee and perhaps showing some of our own craft/art work at times 
during this week. 

Please come along to encourage these artists and to welcome others in to the 
sanctuary of our church.  If you can help with opening the church or serving 
coffee, please let Andrew Frame or Jean Rothery know. 

Biennale (pronounced [bi.enˈnaːle]), Italian for “biennial” or “every other year”, is any event 
that happens every two years and is most commonly used within the art world to describe large-
scale international contemporary art exhibitions. 
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The Messenger 

Know Your Deacon – 
Cheree Moyes 

Cheree is our newest Deacon, having been elected 
by Members at our recent AGM.  Here she tells her 
story… 

I grew up in Whitstable around the corner to Jean 
(Myhill).  Her bigger sister was my best friend and 
we went to Girls’ Brigade and church here together.  
We even worked together in the fish and chip shop 
in Harbour Street. 

I was able to attend a Billy Graham rally in my teens and then, through 
baptismal classes with our minister (Rev Martin Smith), gave my commitment to 
our Lord and was baptised on Easter Sunday, 1970 – along with Jim Parker, 
Julie Hopkins, Stephanie Gilder and David Humphries.  I taught in Sunday 
School and helped with both Explorers and the Imps before leaving school.  

I moved to London and lived in the Baptist Women’s Hostel in Stoke 
Newington. My Aunt ‘M’ was a warden there.  I had a few flat shares over the 
years and then returned to Faversham.  Here I helped my parents with the 7-11 
Girls’ Club and Boys’ Brigade. 

I had a son, Luke, in 1986.  He is 30 now and settled in Lancashire.  He was in 
the army and served in Afghanistan.  When we lived in Southport, we both 
went to Boys’ Brigade and I became a Lieutenant and then Officer in Charge 
with two companies.  I returned to college and university in 1989, and qualified 
to teach. 

We moved to the Isle of Wight in 1994 and both went to Boys’ Brigade in Ryde.  
I managed Anchor Boys and Juniors, mainly alone, and these were fantastic 
years.  I also had a Jaguar car and Luke and I were the ‘Bright Brothers’ 
delivering brides to their wedding and taking a Polaroid of the couple when we 
took them to the reception! 

All in all I have completed about 15 years’ service with Boys’ Brigade. 

I have also spent 15 years in prison – not as an inmate(!) but teaching a variety 
of classes and courses, and these were fantastic, privileged times. 

Since returning to Middle Wall in 2005 I have grown spiritually.  I have engaged 
more in our church life through Bible Study, a return to BB, my prayer triangle 
and lately, the Choral Group. 

All this has supported my journey.  I will be teaching alongside Anne and Alison 
when our pre-teens group begins. I look forward to serving the Church, the 
Faith, and our Fellowship as a deacon. 

I am a keen reader and love cinema and theatre.  I have a property portfolio and 
am semi-retired.  At present I teach nurses, both European and English, act in 
the odd Murder-Mystery play and often host European students.  Although 
separated from my husband, Ken, we remain firm friends. 

Oh, and then there’s the narrow boat… 

Cheree Moyes 

Hope Now 

Little is heard in the UK media about the situation in Ukraine.  In the East of 
the country known as Donbass the war between Ukraine and Russia continues. 

Each day one or two Ukrainian soldiers are killed by shootings or 
shelling.  Factories have been bombed and coalmines have flooded because 
pumps are no longer functioning. 

There are no jobs, basic utilities such as running water, gas and electricity no 
longer exist and this means the general population have to leave, becoming 
refugees in their own country. 

In Cherkassy, it is estimated that up to 30,000 refugees have gone to seek shelter 
– and that’s only one city.   

Hope Now, along with others, helps to supply food packages and clothing to 
those in need as well as sending aid to the Donbass region for local churches to 
distribute to those unable to leave – the poorest, the sick and the aged. 

While the outside world is informed about other issues, many of them serious 
too, Ukraine seems to be forgotten now.  

On behalf of Hope Now, can I thank you for the donation made from our 
Christmas offering last year and assure you that 
it will have been put to good use. 

If you would like any further information about 
this charity, please let me know. 

Tricia Price 
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defending the weak and the fatherless 
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We work in over 200 ports in 50 countries caring for seafarers of all ranks, 
nationalities and beliefs. Through our global network of chaplains, staff and 
volunteers we offer practical, emotional and spiritual support to seafarers 
through ship visits, drop-in centres and a range of welfare and emergency 
support services. 

In over 100 ports our Flying Angel centres provide a ‘home away from home’ 
for seafarers who may have been at sea for up to two years. Here they can enjoy 
time away from their ship and use internet and phone facilities to get in touch 
with loved ones after months away. 

In an emergency, the MtS is often the only help on offer. No matter what 
problem a seafarer is facing, be it injury, abandonment, non-payment of wages 
or personal difficulties, they know they can turn to the local Mission for help, 
advice and support. Our chaplains and volunteers offer practical and financial 
support, advocacy services, family liaison or simply a space to talk in a time of 
crisis. 

www.missiontoseafarers.org 

THE HISTORY of the Missions to Seamen (now ‘Seafarers’) dates back to 1835, 
when John Ashley, a young Anglican clergyman, started visiting ships and 
lighthouses in the Bristol Channel to conduct services for their crews and 
enquire after their welfare. 

Clergymen in other ports followed Ashley’s example. In 1858 their various 
ministries united to form the Missions to Seamen, popularly known as the 
‘Flying Angel’. 

Early this century a service was held on one of the ships that frequently visited 
Whitstable Harbour, and at about this time a fundraising branch of the Flying 
Angel was formed in the town. Until the late 1940s this was based at All Saints’ 
Church, Whitstable; it is now run from St Alphege Church. 

In 1953 Ken Palmer became the Flying Angel’s honorary port secretary and ship 
visitor at Whitstable. Many Thames barges and steam coasters were still in 
service and for some time most of the ships Ken visited were Dutch or British; 
German and East European vessels, and ships operating under ‘flags of 
convenience’ came later. 

“Times and conditions have changed over the years”, says Ken. “Few Dutch 
coasters come here now. Many of the vessels fly ‘flags of convenience’ and a 
British-owned coaster may well be crewed entirely by Poles. 

By and large the welcome aboard remains warm, and time and again the crews 
tell me that they like coming back to Whitstable because of the friendly 
reception they receive and the close proximity of the town for buying stores”. 

The Missions to Seamen is as active as ever in Whitstable and appreciates the 
support it receives from the local community. 

From ‘Whitstable Harbour Memories’ by Paul Triton, 1997 
 

From the Mission to Seafarers website today… 

Piracy, shipwreck, abandonment and separation from loved ones are just a few 
of the problems merchant seafarers face.  Around the world, the Mission to 
Seafarers (MtS) provides help and support to the 1.5 million men and women 
who face danger every day to keep our global economy afloat. 

Mission to Seafarers 

A Flying Angel chaplain conducting a service in a roadstead about one hundred years ago. 
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Moving Home 
We would like to express our thanks and gratitude for 
all the lovely messages and cards we received when we 
moved home.  As I write this, at the end of March, we 
are pretty much settled in, although not quite there – we 
still have one or two boxes, but it does feel like home now.  While we were in 
the process (which seems a long while ago, now) what struck me was how much 
we have gathered over the years!  Due to the downsizing we had to let a lot of 
things go, things that we had accumulated over many years.  I have, over time, 
had the motto “if I haven’t used it in the last year, I don’t need it”, but I am a 
terrible hoarder and often keep things ‘just in case’. 

It struck me that when Jesus was on the earth he didn’t have lots of clutter, and 
at the end of the day we really don’t need half the stuff we hang on to.  God 
supplies all our needs. 

With the warm weather approaching it feels good to let go and de-clutter, 
allowing us time to enjoy the things God has given us.  We are very lucky and 
live just round the corner from the Memorial Park, in Herne Bay, which is really 
beautiful.  It has a small lake with lots of ducks (and, of course, seagulls) and it is 
still used for small remote control boats. 

We are so very grateful and really feel blessed that God has supplied our new 
home just when we were about to give up.  He really is a wonderful God. 

Sending you all our love and blessings, 

Jan and Kev Keen 

Jan & Kev are now at 44 Linden Avenue, Herne Bay, CT6 8TY 

The Messenger 

Locked Up For Sharing Jesus 
Church planters working with BMS World Mission 
worker Ben Francis in India were detained when they 
tried to show the ‘Jesus’ film in a Muslim village in West 
Bengal. 

Locked up for trying to share their faith, the church 
planters reacted in the only way they knew could help – 
by praying.  They prayed that God would open doors for these villagers to hear 
the gospel. “They were more interested in letting the people know about the 
gospel than their own safety,” says Ben. 

What God did next was amazing.  Opposition turned into opportunity and the 
good news was shared with hundreds. 

After 2½ hours, the church planters were released, but they didn't stop praying. 
They prayed that God would give them an opportunity to go back to the village 
and share the story of Jesus. 

God answered their prayers in a unique way. Three days later they were able to 
share the ‘Jesus’ film in a neighbouring village with 400 people in attendance. 
This success led them to share the film three days in a row and amazingly 
people from the previous village came to watch and hear about Jesus. 

“It’s marvellous”, says Ben, “When God opens a door, no man can close it”. 

(Submitted by Janet Payne) 
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The Lady and the Lamp 
On 12th May 1820 a baby girl was born who changed the way that we care for 
people who are ill.  Florence Nightingale grew up at a time when only the worst 
kind of person became a nurse but she had an idea of the way things could be.  
Her chance to change things came with the Crimean War (1853-56).   

Florence travelled there with a few others and started work in the military 
hospital at Scutari where conditions were dreadful: wounded soldiers were left 
lying in dirt without proper food or care and most of them died.  The army 
doctors already there didn’t want Florence or her nurses, but gradually 
they improved conditions.  The nurses scrubbed and cleaned as well 
as caring for the wounded and the soldiers began to recover.  
Florence Nightingale was called the Lady with the Lamp because she 
would walk the wards at night, checking on patients.  After the war, 
with the support of Queen Victoria, Florence was able to improve 
hospital care for everyone. 

(Submitted by Ray Jones) 

Worms! 
A Baptist minister decided that he would use a visual demonstration in his 
sermon.  He placed four worms in four separate glass jars. 

The first worm was put into a jar of alcohol; the second into a jar full of 
cigarette smoke; the third into a jar of chocolate syrup and the fourth into a jar 
of good clean soil. 

At the conclusion of his sermon, the minister reported the following 
results: 
The first worm died, the second worm died, the third worm also died, 
but the last worm lived on.  He then asked, “What does this teach us?” 

One old lady raised her hand and said, “as long as you drink, 
smoke, and eat chocolate, you won’t get worms!” 

(Submitted by Jean Moyes) 



Just For Fun! 
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1. Hard working girl _____________________________  

2. Kent’s first lady ______________________________  

3. Short boy with female parent ____________________  

4. This way you will not have to pay __________________  

5. Thread before the end of Lent ___________________  

6. Part of a bovine mouth _________________________  

7. The end after an unfinished bike _________________  

8. Smarty cat__________________________________  

9. Illness of one or two __________________________  

10. Upper class Bucket ____________________________  

11. She’ll cling to you _____________________________  

12. The man with a pen ____________________________  

13. Little Louise’s fastener ________________________  

14. Beautiful sunrise _____________________________  

15. A lady to represent England _____________________  

16. Bite at the Welsh emblem ______________________  

17. Avalanche __________________________________  

18. Busy person never has enough ____________________  

19. Left out of the dancing ________________________  

20. Question the pointed spear _____________________  

solutions elsewhere 

How does your garden grow? 

...perhaps with flowers, herbs and shrubs? 

See if you can you identify the ones listed below... 

Musidoku 

...and now for 

something 

completely 

different, try 

this Musidoku – 

same rules as 

Sudoku, but with 

a musical twist! 

(S
ub

m
it
te

d 
by

 J
an

e 
S
ad

le
r)
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Why come to Church? 
Every year the Church of England publishes the statistics collected the previous 
year.  Four years ago they introduced a new term, ‘the worshipping community’, which 
includes the normal congregation and any new person who becomes a regular 
worshipper. 

The latest figures show that 20% of the worshipping community were under the age of 
18, and 29% were 70 or over. 

In England, some 82,000 people joined an Anglican church in 2014, while 56,000 left 
(including those who died), a net gain of 26,000 people.  Why did they start coming? 

 34% of adults and 24% of children because they moved into the area 

 35% of adults and 60% of children were coming to church for the first time 

 15% of adults and 9% of children had transferred from another local church 

 16% of adults and 7% of children started coming back to church again 

People moving into an area are often easily spotted as the sign outside their house 
changes from ‘For Sale’ to ‘Sold’.  Could volunteers from a church visit such people 
with advice as to the nearest shopping centre, doctor, dentist ... and church?  Would that 
help the moving process for families and encourage them to consider going to church 
nearby, even if they haven’t before?  If a third of newcomers are coming for the first 
time, the welcome they get is hugely important. 

@Parish Pump 
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Easter Monday Ramble 

Easter seems a long while ago now, but there I was, lying quietly on my bed, 
when all of a sudden my car seat belt was put on and I was put into the car. 
Stephanie put her coat in the car and off we went. 

I thought we were going to Canterbury as we passed the Dogs Trust rehousing 
centre, but we turned left towards Herne Bay.  We parked in a car park where 
some people were waiting and Stephanie got me out and waited for other 
people to arrive. There were twenty people and two dogs – Chester and me, 
Chloe. 

We crossed the road and went into the woods where we saw a tree with a face 
on, bug houses, chimes and snakes all made out of wood. There were also 
recordings of bird calls which I turned my head to listen to. 

The path was mainly dry but in a couple of places it was flooded after storm 
Katie so we had to walk up on to the small banks through branches of small 
trees then back down on the path. (Chester ran through the puddles – as boys tend to 
do!) 

It was a lovely walk and it stayed dry and the 
wind had died down.  When we got back to 
the cars the adults had a hot drink and hot 
cross buns. 

I would like to say thank you to Beryl and 
Tony for organising the walk 

Chloe 

Basic 

Before 

Leaving 

Earth! 

Instructions 

No sense in going to Church! 
A churchgoer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that it made 
no sense to go to church every Sunday.  

He wrote: “I’ve gone for 30 years now, and in that time I have heard something like 
3,000 sermons but, for the life of me, I can’t remember a single one of them.  So, I think 
I’m wasting my time, and the preachers and priests are wasting their time by giving 
sermons at all”. 

This started a real controversy in the ‘Letters to the Editor’ column.  Much to the delight 
of the editor, it went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher: 

“I’ve been married for 30 years now.  In that time my wife has cooked some 32,000 
meals.  But, for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those 
meals. 

But I do know this: They all nourished me and gave me the strength I needed to do my 
work.  If my wife had not given me these meals, I would be physically dead today.  
Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead 
today!” 

(Submitted by Elisabeth Newman) 
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Wimbledon… Tennis… and ‘Ebenezer’ 

Many of us can look back to some visible sign that galvanized us for the next 
great adventure of our life.  Take the former Wimbledon champion, John 
McEnroe, for example.  McEnroe was sitting by the Pacific Ocean with fellow-
player Tony Graham. He was down-hearted and confided to Graham that a 
recent defeat was perhaps a sign that he should retire.  

“No, mate” insisted Graham, “Maybe there’ll be another sign to start you 
playing again!”  At that moment, a Pacific wave rolled all the way up the beach, 
and deposited at McEnroe’s feet… a tennis ball.  That, for him, became the sign 
– and his ‘retirement’ was over! 

Certain emblems can also stand for moments to remember.  A small terracotta 
urn, The Ashes, marks the England-Australia battle for cricketing supremacy. 
Certain preserved steps down to the sea at Plymouth Harbour remind us of 
1620, when The Mayflower took the Pilgrim Fathers to America.  

Are these examples of an Ebenezer Moment?  Forget the frosty Scrooge of 
Charles Dickens’ ‘A Christmas Carol’ – the original Ebenezer episode occurred 
through the Bible prophet Samuel, following victory over the Philistines. Setting 
up a great stone, Samuel gave it the Hebrew name of Ebenezer – the ‘Stone of 
Help’, and declared, “Hitherto has the Lord helped us” (1 Samuel 7:12).  

Visiting California’s San Bernardino mountains, my wife Pam and I recently 
stopped by a massive engraved commemorative stone that marks the spot, years 
ago, when the young Billy Graham dropped to his knees, placed his Bible on a 
log and prayerfully accepted God’s inspired Word as the authority for all his 
future preaching.  The rest is history.   

Do you have such a milestone in your life? Indeed does God have His own 
Ebenezer?  Evidently so!  In His mind, it stands forever as a Cross of wood 
where His Son died for the sins of the world. Men and women in gratitude for 
their forgiveness will sing: 

In the Cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time! 

And – on a rather different scale – you and me too – are Living 
Ebenezers for God in the here and now… this very day!  Why 
not?  The Lord HAS helped us. 

@ Parish Pump 
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The Story Behind the Hymn: ‘Lord, for the Years’ 

Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided, 
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided: 
Lord for the years, we bring our thanks today. 

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us, 
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us: 
Lord of the word, receive your people's praise. 

*Lord, for our hopes, the dreams of all our living, 
Christ and his kingdom one united aim; 
Rulers and peoples bound in high thanksgiving, 
Lord of our hopes, our trust is in your Name. 

This well-loved hymn was written in 1967 by the Rev Timothy Dudley Smith, 
who later became Bishop of Thetford.  He later confessed:  “I wrote it on a train 
when I was very pressed for time.  I’m thankful if something I write gets picked 
up, but I suspect anyone who does something in a rush later regrets that they 
didn’t find time to apply the sandpaper a bit more!” 

Dudley Smith had been asked to write a hymn for the centenary service of the 
Children’s Special Service Mission, now Scripture Union, in St Paul’s Cathedral.   
His commission was to write words that could be fitted to Jean Sibelius’s 
Finlandia, as it was to be accompanied by an orchestra with this tune in their 
repertoire.  And so – ‘Lord, for the years’ was written. 

Dudley Smith need not have worried about lack of time – his lyrics were a ‘hit’ 
in the cathedral on the day, and went on to become so well-loved that George 
Carey chose the hymn to be sung at his consecration as Bishop of Bath and 
Wells, and then again later, in 1991, for his consecration as Archbishop in 
Canterbury Cathedral. 

The hymn continued to be widely sung and loved until, in 2002, Timothy 
Dudley Smith was asked to write an extra verse for it so that it could even be 
sung around the time of the Queen’s Golden Jubilee. 

Many of the words in the hymn are true for the Queen herself, as she celebrates 
her 90th birthday this month.  She does indeed thank God ‘for the years your 
love has kept and guided, urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way’. 

And so indeed the ‘extra’ verse* added for the Queen has also held true. 

@ Parish Pump 



Some Dates For Your Diary 

Birthday Greetings to:- 
Pam Tyler 3rd July 
June Gluning 22nd July 
Andrew Frame 20th August 
Tony Harris 20th August 

BMS Birthday 
Scheme 

Supporting the work of the 
Baptist Missionary Society 

May God 

richly 

bless 

you! 

Puzzle - Flowers, Herbs & Spices (page 16): 1 Busy Lizzie, 2 Canterbury Bell, 
3 Chrysanthemum, 4 Comfrey, 5 Cotoneaster, 6 Cowslip, 7 Cyclamen, 8 Dandelion, 
9 Feverfew, 10 Hyacinth, 11 Ivy, 12 Jonquil, 13 Lupin, 14 Morning Glory, 15 Rose, 
16 Snapdragon, 17 Snowdrop, 18 Thyme, 19 Wallflower, 20 Yarrow. 

 
Puzzle - Musidoku (page 17): 
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Please see the weekly Fellowship News or the website calendar 
for details of other events and in case of alterations. 

THE DEADLINE for the next issue  
of The Messenger (Autumn) is Sunday 14th August. 

Please ensure your contributions are handed 
(or preferably emailed) to Beryl or Tony by that date. 

Thank you 

email: messenger@middlewall.co.uk 

29 May 10:45 Morning Service – Tim Corke 

2 June 12:00 CAMEO 

4 - 11 June  Whitstable Biennale – see page 9 

5 June 10:45 Morning Service – Terry Rees 

11 June all day HM Queen’s (Official) 90th Birthday – see page 4 

12 June 10:45 Morning Service – Rev Paul Wilson 

12 June 13:00 Lilac Lunch – Jean Moyes’ 80th Birthday – see page  6 

19 June 10:45 Morning Communion Service – Norman Critchell 

19 June 17:00 Café Church – St. John’s Methodist Church 

25 June 10:30 Carers’ Coffee Morning 

26 June 10:45 Morning Service – Rev Paul Wilson 

28 June 20:00 Sacred Space – All Saints Church 

3 July 10:30 Westmeads Open-Air Service  

10 July 10:45 Morning Service – Rev Paul Wilson 

17 July 10:45 Morning Service – Rev Paul Wilson 

17 July 17:00 Café Church – Whitstable Baptist Church 

24 July 10:45 Morning Service – Rev Paul Wilson 

25 July 20:00 Sacred Space – All Saints Church 

31 July 10:45 Morning Service – Rev Paul Wilson 

7 August 10:45 Morning Service – Rev Paul Wilson 

14 August 10:45 Morning Service – Rev Paul Wilson 

14 August 12:00 Messenger Deadline – see below 

21 August 10:45 Morning Service – Rev Paul Wilson 

28 August 10:45 Morning Service – Rev Paul Wilson 



Bible Study Groups: 
Andrew Frame  794489 biblestudy@middlewall.co.uk 

BMS Birthday Scheme: 
June Gluning  771187 birthdays@middlewall.co.uk 

Bookkeeper: 
Janet Payne 264186 treasurer@middlewall.co.uk 

Choral Group: 
Ray Jones 772997 juneray@orpheus.fsnet.co.uk 

Church Flowers: 
June Bennett 280430 

Deacons: 
Alison Oliver 652953 alisono1983@gmail.com 
Andrew Frame  794489 andrewframe6@aol.com 
Cheree Moyes 07970 313799 chereebright@yahoo.co.uk 
Jean Myhill 277297 jean_myhill.gov@hotmail.co.uk 
Jean Rothery (Secretary) 265276 secretary@middlewall.co.uk 

Messenger: 
Tony & Beryl Harris 780969 messenger@middlewall.co.uk 

Minister: 
Rev Paul Wilson 273849 minister@middlewall.co.uk 

Prayer Chain: 
Beryl Harris 780969  
Margaret Frame 794489 prayer@middlewall.co.uk 
Jean Rothery 265276 

Secretary: 
Jean Rothery 265276 secretary@middlewall.co.uk 

Website: 
Tony Harris 780969 webmaster@middlewall.co.uk 

Worship Group: 
Jean Rothery 265276 jean.rothery@outlook.com 

Young People’s Groups: 
Anne Wilson 273849 ypf@middlewall.co.uk 

If the person or organisation you want is not listed please contact the Secretary. 

Useful Contact Details 

Beryl’s Back! 

Harris is Hot! 
Call it what you will, a conservatory/garden room/
sun lounge is very useful for taking time away from 
the phone, listening to the birds and simply relaxing.  
It also makes it easier to chase off the squirrel when 
he comes to feed on the bird seed, or the rat when he 
comes to visit us on his way through from the woods to the neighbours’ cosy 
decking area, mainly because of the tempting fat balls which he seems to think 
are there for his benefit.    However, it is quite fun watching him slide down the 
pole where the fat ball feeder hangs – really persistent he is but not quite as agile 
as the squirrel.  

I have also realised that ‘conservatory’ and ‘conversation’ can be quite tricky to 
say together and are not really compatible, especially on a rainy day.  If it is 
pelting down with rain, it is impossible to hold a conversation in a conservatory, 
and it becomes more like a visit to ‘Stomp’ but not quite so rhythmic.  Anyway, 
what I really want to say is that I was sitting out there recently when suddenly 
the heavens opened and I couldn’t hear myself think, let alone have a 
conversation with myself.   So I went in another room, just in time to hear an 
announcement:   “Harris is hot”, the weatherman said.  I was trying to decide if 
he was referring to Mrs. Harris, who is known for being hot one minute and 
shivery the next, or Mr. Harris who is used to a cold climate because he spends 
most of his time in a study which has lots of little holes in the ceiling where he 
installed downlighters with little gaps around them, but we’ll gloss over that! 

Of course the reference had been to the Isle of Harris - a place that is rarely hot. 
Being situated in the Outer Hebrides, it is known for its cold, wet, windy 
climate.  However, on our visit there, a few years’ ago, we found it to be a most 
beautiful place, calm and serene on one coast and rugged and unpredictable on 
the other, and we were particularly struck by the diversity of nature within the 
small area that is the Isle of Harris. 

Likewise, some of us are rugged and unpredictable and 
others are calm and serene.  Whatever opinions we may have of 
ourselves, God made us in His likeness, we are His people, and 
He has given us diverse qualities to share.  If we surrender our 
lives to Him He will enable us to serve Him and to bring 
sunshine into the lives of others, encouraging, supporting and 
loving those we meet day by day.  

Beryl Harris 

The Messenger 

www.middlewall.co.uk  24 www.middlewall.co.uk 

Isle of Harris 


