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Dear Friends, 

Recently Geoff and I watched the latest series of ‘Rev’, a comedy on BBC TV 
which made us laugh at times, but which we found very moving as well.  It is 
the story of an inner city vicar with a small, incredibly varied, congregation who 
lives under threats from the church hierarchy, his neighbours, his congregation, 
his family, and even his own weaknesses.  At his lowest point, he mirrors 
Christ’s journey to the cross as he carries the church’s cross to another church 
for the Good Friday March of Witness.  He is derided, spat upon and ignored.  
Yet, from seemingly hopeless circumstances, he gains fresh courage from God 
and returns to service. 

The drama reinforced some truths God seems to be bringing to my attention.  
First of all, as Christians aided by the Holy Spirit, we are called to be resilient.  
In other words, we are called to persevere.  As one for whom the slightest 
twinge in my tooth sets off a ‘worst case scenario’ which can drive me to my 
bed, I need to be reminded that, with God’s help, I will survive!  Within the life 
of the church, often we panic and express our fears that there will not be 
enough money, volunteers, or spiritual resources for us to survive as a church.  
We need to be reminded of God’s help in the past, and of his unlimited 
resources and, ultimately, of Christ’s example of suffering, endurance and 
resurrection. 

Secondly, it made me think of ‘the bigger picture.’  My son lives in the centre of 
London and, just around the corner, there is a church very similar to the one 
portrayed in ‘Rev’.  Yet the church he works for has a growing and thriving 
congregation which engages young Christians in service to a wide variety of 
communities in the city.  In our town, and on the other side of the world, the 
church is growing and serving.  In Matthew’s gospel Jesus describes his 
kingdom as a tiny mustard seed which grows into a huge tree.  The great tree 
provides shelter and sustenance to all of God’s creatures.  Only God knows the 
time it will take for the ‘tiny mustard seed’ to grow into the vast tree, but 
we have his promise that his kingdom will grow.  We never have the 
full picture, and we need to have patience with each other and trust 
that God is at work in each of us. 

Please join with me in praying that God will give us resilience, 
patience, and the faith that He is still in control and at work! 

The Messenger 

Hope you enjoy it! 
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The Pilot’s 23rd Psalm 
The Lord is my Captain, I shall not fret. 
He makes me fly in clear, blue skies, 
He leads me over wonderful views. 
He refuels my tanks 
and keeps me from en route hazards. 

Even though I know this flight 
may end in very bad weather, 
I will fear no problem, 
For he is with me – 
his chart and instruments comfort me. 

He prepares a runway before me, 
even though there may be mountains 
around. 
He keeps me and my passengers safe 
right through the flight. 

Surely they will feel secure 
as we touch down together 
and arrive at God’s beautiful city 
knowing that our journey is over 
and we can rest there for ever. 

Captain Paul Read 

Girls’ Brigade Celebration 
Sunday 23rd March 2014 could have been a very sad day at 
Middle Wall when, sadly, our Girls’ Brigade company officially 
closed – but it turned out to be a very happy day after all! 
After many months of planning, the Girls’ Brigade Service 
of Celebration was a very happy and memorable 
occasion.  The Service was attended by more than 100 
former Girls’ Brigade members.  Some as up-to-date as 
2013 and some going back 70 years!  It was good to see so 
many old friends, some who hadn’t met up for many decades.  
A great number of invitations were sent out to as many old members as could 
be traced and over 100 came to join the present church family.  Everyone 
seemed to enjoy themselves and there were many ‘old times’ chatted over. 
The Service conducted by our Minister, and ‘helped’ by Captain Stephanie and 
other former members, was quite an emotional time and was followed by a 
delicious buffet lunch and lots of chatting. 
Tricia provided an excellent exhibition with lots of old (some very old and black and 
white!) photos, etc, which was much appreciated. 
So, another memorable date in our Church history and many thanks for all who 
helped in any way. 
We thank God for all that Girls’ Brigade has meant to so many young (and old!) 
women and for the way it has helped influence many lives and we thank 
God for the many, many people who served in the running of our Girls’ 
Brigade, here in Whitstable, for more than 80 years. 

************ 
WOW! What a wonderful day!  So many young women who had been part of 
our Girls’ Life Brigade, or Girls’ Brigade as it was latterly known, joined together 
with our church fellowship to celebrate years of their childhood spent with us, 
growing up with the life skills they would need and the knowledge of who Jesus 
is, and how to lead a Christian life.  So many lovely memories shared and lots of 
laughter also. 
Thank you Middle Wall for hosting this special day and for a chance to say 
“thank you” for the devotion and dedication shown by so many officers and 
helpers to us all.  A number of those present have made a point of saying to me 
how much they enjoyed the service and how welcoming everyone was, and that 
the food, as always at Middle Wall, was delicious! 
Once again, thank you very much. 

Unsigned – as so many people said the same sort of things! 
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If you have access to the internet you can always go online to 
the church website (www.middlewall.co.uk) and read about 
our six present deacons – and 18 of the previous deacons (and see 
photographs of 46 others!)  However, not everyone has access to the internet so, 
for them especially – and for those of you who have access but don’t often go there, we 
would like to offer this opportunity for you to … 

Know Your Deacon – Alison 
I was born in Canterbury and grew up in Whitstable – apparently not being born 
in Whitstable means I cannot claim to be a true Native! 
I attended Sunday School at St John’s Methodist Church, in Argyle Road, where 
I was also a ‘Brownie’. 
My personal faith has developed over many years and has always been 
encouraged and nurtured by key people along the way, in particular, by my late 
grandmother and my auntie and, in recent years, by the church family at 
Whitstable Baptist Church, and this resulted in my baptism on 3rd April 1994. 
As our boys grew up it was my auntie who suggested a visit to Whitstable 
Baptist Church as they had more activities available for the children at the time 
and we became actively involved in mother and toddler group, Anchor Boys and 
Boys’ Brigade – for the grown-ups there was the 20s/30s group which was 
always great fun and a time of true Christian fellowship. 
From the outset the welcome we received at Whitstable Baptist Church was 
‘overwhelming’ and we have felt the love and true friendship ever since. 
Previously, I helped with our YPF group and I now assist with Kidstime (7-11 
year olds) and it is so rewarding to watch our young people learn and grow in 
the love of Christ. 
My husband Jonathan and I met at school and celebrated 30 years of marriage in 
June 2013.  We have two grown up sons Richard and James. 
My now long-term membership at WBC has led me to a stage where I felt I was 
ready to devote more time to the church and, early in 2013, prayerfully 
considered becoming a member of the diaconate.  My successful nomination 
filled me with joy and excitement – and a little trepidation (!) but, as always in 
Middle Wall, there are many dear people to guide and support you. 
I work at Kent Sport at the University of Kent and my spare time (?) is taken up 
mainly with fitness based activities – cycling, Zumba, spinning, Pilates and Yoga. 
I am very much looking forward to performing my duties as a Deacon and I feel 
excited and encouraged for the future of WBC. 

Alison 
2013 

The Messenger 

Canterbury’s Pilgrims Hospice to Close! 
Bosses at Canterbury’s Pilgrims Hospice are standing their ground over the 
planned closure of the care unit despite a growing campaign to force them to 
change their minds.  They claim the charity-run centre is “no longer fit for 
purpose” and the closure will save £500,000 a year.  Instead they want to 
expand hospice care in the community, with staff visiting patients in their own 
homes, nursing homes and hospitals.  But there has been a massive backlash to 
the announcement with an online petition calling for the unit to be saved 
gaining more than 14,000 signatures.  A ‘Save Pilgrims Hospice Canterbury’ 
Facebook page has been set up and it already has more than 12,000 supporters.  
Staff and volunteers are also said to be shocked at the decision, which many 
claim they had not been consulted on and were only told of last week.  But 
Pilgrims Hospices chief executive Steve Auty said: “The reaction to our 
announcement shows just how much the local community cares about ‘Pilgrims’ 
and we can assure you that we all share that passion.  We are touched by the 
many stories we have heard this week of people who were pleased that we have 
been able to provide them and their loved ones with love and care in such 
difficult times.  We also know that whilst we have been able to provide this 
support for many it is still only a small proportion of those who need it, with the 
majority (almost 90%) dying either in hospital, care homes or their own home.   
We need to be responsive to these needs and change the way in which we 
deliver care to ensure that we provide a greater level of hospice care out into the 
community.” 
But there are fears donations to the charity could fall, with reports that some 
benefactors are so appalled they have even cancelled their standing orders to the 
hospice and others have said they will not now be leaving money in their wills. 
The decision to close the unit is all the more baffling because work is underway 
on a £260,000 refurbishment of the building, following a grant from the 
Department of Health. 
The charity says it will no longer provide the inpatient beds at Canterbury from 
2016, bringing to an end 32 years of the Hospice providing end-of-life care to 
the terminally ill in the district. 
So what can you do?  Please send your comments to one of the following 
addresses: 
Keren Tattersall: 
kerenanddave@gmail.com or 01227 458923 
Hugh Ridley: 
lib_germ516 @yahoo.de or 0227 763610 
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Know Your Deacon – Andrew 

I was born in South London in 1947 and grew up in Vauxhall, before moving to 
the notorious Elephant and Castle area. 

My parents originally came from Scotland and it was there, in a little fishing 
village called Portsoy on the Moray Firth coast, that I spent my holidays. 

London was still picking itself up from the ravages of war when I was young. 
We only had gas lighting, and there was little to do save play on the bombsites 
and make our own amusement. 

I still have an image of looking out from the flats where I used to live, to my 
Primary School, Victory Place and, nestled beside it, the Ebenezer Mission 
where my parents sent me. In my mind’s eye I can still see a picture of Jesus and 
the verse from Mark 10: 14 “Let the little children come to me.” 

Years go on, as years must.  I recall one day hearing a mate cursing God for the 
cold weather and the stupidity of being born at that time of year.  I didn’t realize 
then the impact the Sunday school had on me, as I recall asking God to forgive 
him. 

I didn’t do well at school: when I left I had various jobs until I went to work as a 
porter in a South London Hospital, where I met Margaret. 

One night she said she wanted to go and see Cliff Richard’s film “Two a 
Penny”. It’s the story of Jamie Hopkins (Cliff Richard), an art student and 
frustrated pop star who lived with his mother. Carol, his girlfriend, is converted 
to Christianity when attending a crusade led by evangelist Billy Graham. She 
attempts to show Jamie the error of his ways. Initially hostile toward his 
girlfriend’s new-found faith, Jamie eventually accepts it. 

I remember thinking as we walked back to the nurses’ home; “there must be 
something more to life!” 

The following day when Margaret phoned me to ask how I was, I just replied, 
“Empty, new”. 

We were baptised on the 5th January 1969 and we were married in 1970. 

I went to the London Bible College where I studied under a Christian training 
programme. This took me to study at Regents Park College, Oxford, and my 
preaching started when I joined the London Baptist Preachers’ Association. 

We have two children, both married: Sarah and her husband, Colin, and one of 
our grandchildren, living in Surrey; and Steve, our son, in Calgary, Canada, with 
his wife Caroline and our other two grandchildren. 

We decided to retire from jobs in the NHS, and life in London, for a peaceful 
life by the sea. While looking for property in Whitstable we visited Middle Wall 
on several occasions and felt this was to be our spiritual home for the future. 
We moved to nearby Chestfield in August 2007 and became members of 
Whitstable Baptist Church in March 2008. We feel really blessed with our 
church life and our new home, both given by God. 
As for the peaceful life, well…  Of the future… who can say?  That is in the 
Lord’s hands. 
A hymn I like is: “I the Lord of sea and sky”, with its chorus: 
 Here I am Lord. 

Is it I Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, 
If you lead me; 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

Andrew 
2009 

Lord, show me what I need 
One recent Sunday morning, our service included some very helpful and 
challenging comments on the subject of prayer, brought by Andrew Frame. 
While thinking through what had been said, I was reminded of a song by John 
Burton that our Choral Group will very probably use in the not too distant 
future.  The verses are a prayer that you might wish to make your own. 

I often say my prayers, 
but do I ever pray? 
And do the wishes of my heart 
go with the words I say? 
I may as well kneel down 
and worship gods of stone, 
as offer to the living God 
a prayer of words alone. 

For words without the heart 
the Lord will never hear; 
Nor will He to those lips attend 
whose prayers are not sincere. 
Lord, show me what I need 
and teach me how to pray; 
Nor let me ask you for your grace, 
not feeling what I say. 

Ray Jones 



The Messenger The Messenger 

8 www.middlewall.co.uk 

In 2012, the Baptist Union Council agreed a set of values and principles on 
which the work of the Union is based. Central to these values is the vision 
of: ‘Growing healthy churches to participate in the mission of God’. 
Home Mission 
Home Mission is all about helping Baptist churches and individuals to reach 
their mission potential and bring the love of God to their communities. It is the 
Baptist family purse, and each year our Union has an appeal to raise money for 
Home Mission.  The money raises funds for: 

 Grants to local churches. These 200+ grants include church planting, 
renewing local churches and mission project grants. Through Home 
Mission hundreds of lives have been affected and many have found faith in 
Jesus. To find out about grants available to your church, please contact your 
regional association. 

 Regional associations, who are engaged in missional development in the 
area, supporting new initiatives and churches and supporting the on-going 
work of churches and their ministers and families. 

 The three specialist teams to resource churches in their legal, ministry, and 
missionary work.  In addition, representing the mission of God in national 
ways such as engaging with Government, speaking out on matters of faith 
and developing national mission initiatives. 

See the next page for an explanation of the new BUGB logo… 

Baptists Together for Mission 
The Baptist Union of Great Britain (BUGB) is the Baptist family in England 
and Wales.  It is made up of churches, regional associations and Baptist colleges. 
The Union works with others in mission locally, regionally and internationally. 
Three Specialist Teams based at Baptist House in Didcot offer help, advice and 
resources. 
It is a diverse union with small and large congregations, different nationalities 
and differing styles of worship yet united by core values and a common purpose 
of changing lives and transforming communities with the message and love of 
Jesus Christ. 
Churches form the front-line of Baptist mission. Over 2,100 churches belong to 
the Union, each of them autonomous, self-funding and the majority of them 
financially independent. 
Most churches have their own building, but others meet in homes, schools, 
community centres and other public places. Some follow a traditional style of 
worship, whilst others are trying new ways of doing church to attract people that 
can find church alien to their culture and way of life. Churches will normally 
meet for worship on Sunday but will also have meetings during the week like 
bible study groups, parents and toddlers, youth clubs, lunch clubs, etc. 
Some churches in the Union are not solely Baptist but a combination of two or 
more denominations known as a Local Ecumenical Partnership (LEP). Baptist 
churches in some areas have formed a 'cluster' and many work with other 
denominations on joint mission events and projects for their communities. 
There are Baptist churches with a team of ministers, whilst others may have a 
part-time minister or no minister at all. A national fund, Home Mission, 
provides grants to those churches who would struggle to finance a minister's 
wages or an evangelism project on their own. Home Mission also financially 
supports the work of Associations and the three national specialist teams. 

Baptist Union of Great Britain 
'Growing healthy churches to participate in the mission of God’ 
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Introducing the new website and logo 
Eighty per cent of households in Britain now have access to the internet, a 
figure which rises to 95% of households with children.  With over two thirds of 
the adult population now identifying themselves as being on-line daily, having an 
attractive and accessible website has never been more important. 
The launch of the ‘Baptists Together’ magazine coincides with a major update 
and re-design of the Baptist Union’s website.  This is more than simply re-
organising the available information or maintaining a fresh and contemporary 
design, it has involved re-thinking who might visit our website and why. 
The internet is shifting from primarily being a source of technical and reference 
information, to being the means through which people shop, keep in touch with 
friends, catch up with their favourite TV programmes and explore new ideas 
and experiences. Until now the BUGB website has been primarily designed to 
provide resources, information and support to local churches and, while all of 
these features will remain, we have recognised that it could increasingly become 
the gateway through which many people are introduced to the story of Jesus and  
the life and witness of their local Baptist Church. 
The new site has much more of a “feel” of engaging with a spiritual community 
and seeks to make it easier for visitors to find their way around. 
We are first and foremost a community of interdependent churches, associating 
together to make Jesus known in our communities and to the world.  It is in 
these churches that our message is primarily lived out, so it is the life of these 

churches that we want to highlight, together with providing them with the 
technical support, advice and resources that they need. 
A feature of both the website and our magazine (Baptists Together) is a new logo 
that will be increasingly used as a symbol of our working together.  Designed 
around the shape of a letter “b” it retains the core symbols that have been used 
by our Union for over half a century – these are more than mere graphics, but 
an expression of who we are: 
The cross – at our very heart is the Gospel message of Jesus, whose life, death 
and resurrection is the foundation of our faith; a symbol that connects us with a 
wider Christian community and defines us as centred on Christ. 
The fish – one of the earliest symbols of Christian community, reminding us 
that we belong to each other and are called to walk together and watch over one 
another in love. 
Water – expressing our defining commitment to believer’s baptism and the 
cleansing and renewing by God’s Spirit that undergirds our identity as disciples 
of Jesus. 
As our world becomes increasingly “on-line”, we hope that this site will be a 
valuable mission presence that Baptists can be proud of. We hope that it might 
inspire and encourage local churches to recognise that their own websites are a 
vital window to the community around them. 

www.baptist.org.uk 

South Eastern Baptist Association 
On the subject of logos, many Baptist churches in the south east are members 
of the South Eastern Baptist Association (seba), and I’m sure you will have seen 
their logo on various publications and websites.  But do you understand it’s 
significance? 

It’s a bit difficult to see in black and white but the top (green) band represents 
the fields of the north and south downs sweeping across to Thanet, the yellow 
band on the left represents the sandy(?) beaches 
along the Sussex coast, the white band on the right 
represents the Seven Sisters and the White Cliffs 
of Dover, and the blue band, which by 
now will be obvious, represents the sea! 

Clever eh? 

Baptists Together 
You will have seen the Baptist Union logo in many places – you might like to know how it 
came about… 



Just For Fun! 
Pointless Hymns! 
These questions on the subject of ‘hymns’ 
were asked in a recent episode of ‘Pointless’ – can 
you answer them? 

1. What hymn is the theme tune to ‘The Vicar of Dibley’? 

2. What is the BBC religious programme, focussing on 
Christian hymns, broadcast since 1961? 

3. Which Hymn contains the line ‘I once was lost but now 
am found’? 

4. Which Hymn is traditionally sung at the FA cup Final 
before the kick-off? 

5. What TV series, based on books by James Herriot, has 
a title taken from the lyrics of a hymn? 

The Messenger The Messenger 
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Solution elsewhere 
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Pointless Apples! 
Also from a recent episode of ‘Pointless’ – can you unscramble 
these apples? 

1. DOES RIDICULE 

2. REPAIR MY KILO 

3. MA BERYL 

4. A GAL 

5. SNARING MYTH 

Does your mind Boggle? 
See how many words (4-letters or more) you can make from this 
Boggle grid. Each letter must touch the next one (in any direction) 
but each letter may only be used once in any word. 

 
I’ve taken the first ‘STEP’ 
for you! 

___________________ 
  ___________________ 
  ___________________ 
  ___________________ 
  ___________________ 
  ___________________ 
  ___________________ 
  ___________________ 

L U Z E 

S E E E 

O P S T 

D J H L 

 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
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Know Your Deacon – Janet 

I started attending Whitstable Baptist Church in 1983.  My son, Andrew, had 
joined the Playgroup attached to the church and, as I wanted him to go to 
Sunday School, it seemed natural for him to join the Baptist Sunday School 
where he already knew some of the leaders. 
On his first Sunday, I was invited to stay to the service - to be on hand in case 
he did not settle.  I was so enveloped in the love and fellowship of the church 
family that I continued to attend.  I had grown up in a Christian family and had 
attended Sunday School and church services into my early teens, but had lapsed 
in church-going for many years. 
However, I found the love and friendship of the people at Middle Wall came to 
mean a great deal to me and I gradually realised that this was indeed God's love 
being radiated to me.  Having God in my life meant more and more to me and 
eventually I was baptised in 1987. 
I was encouraged to share in playing piano and organ, which gives me great joy.  
One of my greatest pleasures is to accompany the Worship Group (originally 
known as the Singing Group) and, more recently, the Choral Group and hear 
their beautiful voices.  The Singing Group recorded a CD of some of our hymns 
and songs and this was a very interesting and rewarding experience. (Hear a 
sample on-line or ask for a copy) 
God has been with me through good times and difficult ones and I would just 
say to anyone who does not yet know Him – take time to read Psalm 139.  
Verses 15 - 16 say, 

“When my bones were being formed, carefully put together in 
my mother's womb, when I was growing there in secret, You 
knew that I was there - You saw me before I was born.” 

He knows each one of us and only waits for us to turn to Him. 
Janet 
2013 

Know Your Deacon – Jean M. 
I was born in Whitstable and have lived here all my life – a true Whitstable 
Native! 
My parents sent me to the Sunday School with all my numerous brothers and 
sisters when I was very young, so I’ve grown up in Whitstable Baptist Church 
with all the associated “aunties”. 
I attended Girls’ Brigade, was an officer in Boys’ Brigade, helped out and led 
Sunday School from my teens, and was an active member of the YPF with my 
sister Susan. I can’t actually remember a time when I didn’t go to Whitstable 
Baptist Church! 
I attended Christian Union meetings at secondary school and went on their 
holidays. It was at one such Christian Union centre, aged 12, that I met Jesus as 
my saviour. I then went forward for Baptism at church and have been a church 
member ever since – as one member put it “I’m part of the furniture”! 
I have always been active in the church whether in Sunday School, taking church 
meeting minutes (in my teens), making coffee or just helping out where possible. 
Many church members will have seen me married in church to Trevor in 1986 
and seen my three boys dedicated and grow up in the church. 
Currently, I am still teaching the “tinies”, sharing this responsibility with Lise 
and Gill. I find this very rewarding but sometimes it makes me feel old when I 
meet “grown up tinies”, who remember me as “Aunty Jean from Sunday 
School”! 
As a teen I was part of the YPF singing group (in those days, a soprano!), and 
since the instigation of the Choral Group at Middle Wall I have enjoyed being a 
member of the altos, losing myself in the music and words, giving praise and 
worship to God. 
I feel very privileged to have been asked and elected as part of the leadership 
team and pray that I can live up to your expectations. 

Jean M. 
2014 

Just a thought... 
Until a man is nothing, 

God can make nothing out of him. 
Martin Luther 

Messenger Deadline 
Please ensure all items, letters, and articles for the next (Autumn) issue are 
handed, posted, or (preferably) emailed to Beryl or Tony by Sunday 10th August. 
email: messenger@middlewall.co.uk 
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Know Your Deacon – Jean R. 

I grew up in a Christian home in Minnesota, USA, and have been blessed with 
so many role-models in my faith journey.  Yearly Bible Camps were a big 
influence on my decision to follow Jesus as a teenager.  I came to university at 
Canterbury as a student, and there met my first husband, Dave Kitchen.  When 
we moved to Whitstable, early in our marriage, and began looking for a church 
to attend, we were so warmly welcomed here at Middle Wall that we never left.  
The church here has been a major part of my life over the last 35 years, and the 
church family has loved and supported us, most notably when Dave was 
diagnosed with cancer, and subsequently died in 2000.  The family mourned 
with me then, and rejoiced with me when Geoff and I met and were married in 
March, 2003.  I have three grown-up children, and Geoff has four, and between 
us we enjoy eight grandchildren. 
I have worked with children and young people in the church in the past, and 
been involved in much of the music-making here, currently as worship leader 
and organist.  I led the choir at the school where I taught for many years before 
retiring three years ago.  It is a pleasure to come back and serve as part of the 
Diaconate again after a break of some years. 
I believe passionately that we are called to love and serve each other in the 
context of a local church, and that God helps us to grow more and more like 
Him in this way. 
“God wants us to grow up, to know the whole truth and tell it in love – like 
Christ in everything. We take our lead from Christ, who is the source of 
everything we do. He keeps us in step with each other. His very breath and 
blood flow through us, nourishing us so that we will grow up healthy in God, 
robust in love” Ephesians 4: 15-16. (The Message Bible) 

Jean R. 
2013 

Know Your Deacon – Julian 
Unlike my fellow deacons, I have always lived in the London Borough of 
Bexley.  My membership at Middle Wall and recent election as deacon came 
about after I and my wife Gill found ourselves spending most weekends in our 
touring caravan at Tankerton.  We missed attending a church and prayed that 
God would lead us to a friendly one.  As always, He certainly answered our 
prayers with more than we could have imagined!! 
In the past I have been a deacon, treasurer and secretary in another Baptist 
church and it is interesting to see how Middle Wall does things in the same way 
or differently. 
I believed in God from a very early age but it wasn’t until 1976, in my mid-
twenties, that I was baptised.  My commitment followed a series of 
“coincidences” that did not seem much at the time but which, on reflection, 
clearly showed God’s hand.  He has continued to shape and guide ever since. 
It started with Sunday school, through the youth organisations and, with them, 
to the Billy Graham meetings in Earl’s Court.  Later I helped with my church’s 
youth group and with a local Crusader group with whom I went as driver and 
linguist to Mialet, near Nimes in France, to help redecorate a wonderful 
octagonal protestant church there.  One of the highlights for me was using a 
flannelgraph to tell the story of the Good Shepherd to the local children – in 
French of course!! 
Life has not been a smooth ride all the way.  My first wife died just a week after 
the birth of our third child – a very difficult time but church friends and 
neighbours were a great help.  None more so than Bob Schulz (Gill’s first 
husband) who himself died suddenly barely five months later.  With much in 
common, Gill and I drew closer and closer and married in 1988.  We moved 
house to make a new home for ourselves and our five children who have now 
all grown up and “flown the nest”. God has been very good to us in many ways 
and on many occasions. 
Outside the church I was, until very recently (January 2014), a technical 
consultant with an IT firm working mainly with housing associations in and 
around London but also as far afield as Waterlooville, Canterbury, Dunstable, 
Bedford and Watford. 
My work was with data, databases and (mostly) housing association software 
though I would prefer to use my languages – I love speaking them and bringing 
people together by interpreting for them or by reading aloud and making stories 
come alive. 

Julian 
2014 

To make you smile... 
The church caretaker was also the organist 

so he always had to watch his keys and pews! 



Birthday Greetings to:- 
Pam Tyler 3rd July 
Andrew Frame 20th August 
Tony Harris 20th August 
 

BMS Birthday 
Scheme 

Supporting the work of the 
Baptist Missionary Society 

See June Gluning for details 

May God 
richly bless 
you on your 
special day! 

Pointless Hymns (page 12) 
1 The Lord’s my Shepherd, 2 Songs of Praise, 3 Amazing Grace, 4 Abide with me, 5 All 
creatures great and small. 

Pointless Apples  
1 Red Delicious, 2 York Imperial, 3 Bramley, 4 Gala, 5 Granny Smith. 

Boggle (page 13) 
does, dope, dopes, dose, doses, eels, epee, epees, lees, lest, peel, peels, pees, peso, 
pest, pets, pose, poses, seep, seeps, sees, sleep, sleeps, sleet, sleets, sops, steel, 
steels, steep, steeps, step, steps, sues, suet, tees, uses, zest. (there may be more!) 

The Messenger The Messenger 
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Thanks for Home Mission 
The Home Mission appeal, in 2013, raised just less than £4m, a drop of 2% on 
the previous year, and Middle Wall’s donation amounted to £995.52.  The 
result was seen as a positive one in the context of a transitional time for the 
BU, and the general economic climate will also have had an effect. 

Home Mission is the Baptist family purse which enables Baptist churches and 
individuals to reach their mission potential and demonstrate the love of God to 
their communities.  Thank you to everyone who has contributed and if you 
would like any further information on giving to Home Mission, please let me 
know. 

Tricia Price 
Home Mission rep. 

Musings of  a Middle Wall On-line Friend 
After almost nine months of not seeing you, my second family, I thought it was 
high time I put pen to paper and told you what God has been doing in my life 
over this past year. 

Last April, I began an Access Course – a course designed for people like me, 
who have not got the correct A-level qualifications, to gain entry to university. 

I undertook this in Primary Teaching with an emphasis on Humanities. You may 
be pleased to know that, after a year on the course, I am now waiting for all the 
work to be marked and a final grade to be handed to me in August which will, 
hopefully, lead to a place at Liverpool Hope university.  I will then undertake a 
three-year BA Hons course in History and Music. 

Many of you will know that I have always wanted to pursue a career in primary 
teaching; however after some discussion with God, I feel this is something he is 
not leading me into.  Instead, I hope to eventually undertake a Masters in Solo 
Performance (Music), specialising in conducting.  Anyway, that is in the future 
and is entirely in the Lord’s hands. 

At my home church (Witard Road Baptist Church, Norwich) we have been 
experiencing change as our Pastor, David Adams, retired after 18 years.  After 
18 months of searching for his successor, a candidate has been unanimously 
appointed and has accepted a call to be our next pastor. 

Since I last wrote, my girlfriend and I are no longer together.  Change is 
inevitable for us all – it’s something we have to deal with, and it is how we deal 
with it that makes us better Christians.  One thing is certain, although this earth 
may change, God remains the same forever.  God still works for the good of 
those who love him and who have been called according to his purposes. 
Hallelujah, What a Saviour! 

I look forward to seeing you all again soon, as I enjoy some R&R, before 
commencing my degree.  

God bless you all at Middle Wall, 

Tom Dodd 

“I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always 
pray with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being 

confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the 
day of Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1:3-6 



} 

Bible Study Groups: 
Terry Rees 275261 biblestudy@middlewall.co.uk 

BMS Birthday Scheme: 
June Gluning  771187 birthdays@middlewall.co.uk 

Children’s Advocate: 
Pam Tyler 277624 advocate@middlewall.co.uk 

Children’s Representatives: 
Contact Minister 273849 minister@middlewall.co.uk 

Choral Group: 
Ray Jones 772997 juneray@orpheus.fsnet.co.uk 

Deacons: 
Alison Oliver 262464 a.l.oliver@kent.ac.uk 
Andrew Frame  794489 andrewframe6@aol.com 
Janet Payne (Treasurer) 264186 treasurer@middlewall.co.uk 
Jean Myhill 277297 jean_myhill.gov@hotmail.co.uk 
Jean Rothery (Secretary) 265276 secretary@middlewall.co.uk 
Julian Freeman 020 8302 9369 jcfreeman@ntlworld.com 

Messenger: 
Tony & Beryl Harris 780969 messenger@middlewall.co.uk 

Minister: 
Rev Paul Wilson 273849 minister@middlewall.co.uk 

Minister’s PA: 
Margaret Frame 794489 pa@middlewall.co.uk 

Prayer Chain: 
Beryl Harris 780969  
Margaret Frame 794489  prayer@middlewall.co.uk 
Jean Rothery 265276 

Secretary: 
Jean Rothery 265276 secretary@middlewall.co.uk 

Treasurer: 
Janet Payne 264186 treasurer@middlewall.co.uk 

Website: 
Tony Harris 780969 webmaster@middlewall.co.uk 

Worship Group: 
Jean Rothery 265276 stirot@tiscali.co.uk 

Young People’s Groups: 
Anne Wilson 273849 ypf@middlewall.co.uk 

If the person or organisation you want is not listed please contact the Secretary. 

Useful Contact Details 

Beryl’s Back! 

Beryl 

He Gave us Eyes to See Them 

I know a lot of you are animal lovers and so am I, to an 
extent!  When I was living in Essex I trained a squirrel, 
named Bonnington, to climb up the outside wall to my 
first floor window so I could feed him with nuts.  On 
visits to my local park I encouraged squirrels to climb 
up my leg to claim their peanut (I was sensible enough to 
wear jeans at the time).  On the negative side, a school 
friend and I still have scary memories of being chased 
down a hill by a massive bulldog in our early teenage years. 

Then there was the time when I decided to take up horse riding – oh my 
goodness, I didn’t realise it was going to be so high up!  When the horse decided 
to put its head down and spend 10 minutes eating the grass, I thought I was 
going to slide off!  The worst thing, however, was when the horse behind mine 
decided to bite my horse’s behind, if you can work that out!  It was blinkered 
and it probably got fed up, I mean who would want to walk for miles with their 
nose a few centimetres from another’s rear end? My horse obviously wasn’t a 
Christian animal, either, because it didn’t act politely and turn round and say 
“please don’t do that”, or “ok you go first”, oh no, it started getting quite 
stroppy and it was then that I decided to take up badminton instead! 

Actually putting blinkers on horses is a source of controversy but thank 
goodness none of us wears them… or do we?  Do we notice the visitor in our 
congregation and welcome them or do we leave that to someone else?  Do we 
speak to the homeless person in the street, as Jesus would have done, and show 

them we care?  Do we give the time of day to the elderly gentleman 
sitting all alone in the café whilst we chat over coffee with a friend?  

Do we smile at someone in the supermarket who looks fraught 
and anxious? Surely we should cast off the blinkers and 
remember the little rhyme:  ‘Smiling is infectious, you 
catch it like the flu; when someone smiled at me today I 
started smiling too.  I walked around the corner and 
someone saw me grin; when he smiled I realised I’d 

passed it on to him.  I thought about the smile and then 
realised its worth – a single smile like mine could travel round 
the earth.  So try to make a smile appear and don’t leave it 

undetected; start an epidemic and get the world infected!’ 

The Messenger 
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